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PREFACE. 


Tr is a commandment of our Saviour, to 
preach the goſpel to every creature: I am 


afraid that I have tranſgreſſed this rule. Our 


Saviour undoubtedly meant God's erea- 


tures; but whether my audience, in their 
exalted ſtation, are ſuch, is ſomewhat pro- 
blematical- Bu! though God did not make 
them Biſhops or Lords Spiritual, he has 


made them men; in this ſenſe they are his 


creatures. Perhaps a few ſermons may do 
them good; they are welcome to the fol- 


lowing, whatever may happen. There is 
a period to come, when we ſhall all be up- 
on a level, which men of rank, as well as 


others, would do well to remember. Their 
Graces and Lordſhips cannot be the worſe 


of being put in mind of their latter end. 


It is but ſeldom their chaplains make ſo 
free with them. 1 heartily wiſh they may 
all arrive ſafely in the kingdom of heaven, 


though their mitres in this world ſhould 


be laid in the duſt. I expe& no reward for 
the ſmall ſervice I have done them ; 3 they 
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19 
may read theſe diſcourſes or not, as they 
pleaſe. They have read better, and per- 
haps worſe; but ſuch as they are, they 
are welcome to peruſe them. If they will 
be ſo kind as to ſet us free from the arti. 
cles of the church, and the penal laws con- 
nected therewith, I ſhall promiſe never to 
preach to them any more. 


4 
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SERMONS 


LORDS SPIRITUAL. 


SERMON I. 


Matth. xxiii. 4.— For they bind heavy burdens and griev- 
ous to be borne, and lay them on men's Shoulders 5 but 
they themſelves will not move them with one "of their 1 


fn Tet 5. 


To help your Reverences to underſtand this paſlage, 
I mult refer you to Ifaiah x. 1. —They are unrighteous 
decrees, made by men in power, to enflave thoſe who 
are under their juriſdiction :—Of this ſort I coneeive 


the preſent articles of your church to be. All the de- 
erees concerning the impofing your articles are unrigh- 
teous.—Vour Lordſhips had no power to make them 


at firit, and the continuance. of them is a conſtant uſur- 
As I intend to 
preach a ſhort word to you, who ſdom preach any 


pation of the prerogative of Chriſt. 


yourſelves, though you are ſufficiently paid for that 
purpoſe, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew that all laws con- 
cerning your articles are unrightcous,. and burdens 
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& grievous to be borne;'“ and, for the ſake of form, 
ſhall make ſome practical improvement. 


As to the firſt, all laws concerning your articles are 


_ contrary to the great charter of liberty in the goſpel, 


whherewith Chriſt hath made his diſciples free. | 


have ſeen it aſſerted, by ſome of the beſt Engliſh law- 
yers, That even a Britiſh Parliament, with the King 
at their head, have no lawful power to make any laws 
_ contrary to the great charter of the kingdom; tor, in 
ſuch a caſe, the conſtitution would be diffolved, and a 
revolution would enſue. Whatever may be in this, it 
js manifeſt, from the New Teſtament, that all decrees 
which are contrary to the goſpel charter of chriſtian li- 


| berty, deſtroy the conſtitution of the church. Allow 


me to aſk your Lordſhips, in what part of the goſpe], 


or the writings of cur Saviour's apoſtles, you find au- 


thority for any order of men making rules of faith for 
others, and impoſing them upon them on pam of loſs 


and diſpleaſure. You ought certainly to give us ſoric 

ſatisfaction in a matter of ſo much conſequence. It i: 
altogether unrighteous to claim a privilege in religion 
which you can produce no warrant for from the book 
where all religious privileges are contained. You can- 


not even ſhew the ſmalleſt hint in all that Jeſus and hi- 


apoſtles have ſaid, that has any reference to ſuch an 
| order of clergymen as you profeſs to be. Pray, do, 
good Sirs! ſhew a Lord Spiritual in the New Teſta- 
ment ; Shew a Moſt, or a Right Reverend Father in 
God, in all that book, and you ſhall have all due ho- 


nours paid you. You ſtare at the demand. But is it 


not reaſonable before you receive honours, or aſſume 
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power, that you produce your warrant for ſo doing ? 
But ſuppoſe we ſhould indulge you with your titles, 
and ſuffer you to receive praiſe one of another; yet we 
can ſee no reaſon why you ſhould retail out our faith 
to us, and ſettle the bounds of our creed. Is it not 
unrighteous for clergymen to aſſume powers which 
our Saviour hath forbidden, and his apoſtles expreſsly 
refuſed ? Pray, my dear Doctors, hear what your Re- 
deemer ſays, „Neither be ye called Maſters, for one 
| * is your maſter, even Chriſt,” His apoſtle ſays the _ 
ſame thing in effect, We are not lords of your 
« faith, but helpers of your joy.” What Jeſus has 
forbidden, and his apoſtles refuſed, how dare you pre- 
tend to aſſume? To Chriſtians there is but one Lord, 
and one faith, but in your church there are twenty-ſix 
lords, and two faiths.— The doctrine contained in 
divine revelation, and another very different, contained 
in your articles. I hope you will not be ſo daring as 
to preſume to affirm that the doctrine in the Bible, 
and that contained in the thirty-nine articles, are the 
ſame. Remember there is no reſurrection of the dead 
in all your articles. The want of this doctrine makes 
an eſſential difference, you will perhaps ſay in your de- 
fence, you only impoſe the articles upon teachers, who 
are to have the care of ſouls.— Be ſo kind as ſhew 
your warrant for this. If it is not in the goſpels, or 
in ſome of the epiſtles, you muſt own you have none. 
But this practice is founded upon the right all ſocieties | 
have over their members. Stop a little.—The church 
is a ſociety, which has ail things eſtabliſhed by the au- 
thority of her Lord and Maſter; her faith is given 
compleatly in the ſcriptures, and every office and duty 
e is 
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is fully and perfectly revealed there A church is a 
ſociety formed according to the mind of Chriſt, and 
not according to the will of men: All contingencies 
are provided for by him, who knew all his works from 
the beginning, and perfectly foreſaw what would hap- 


pen. There can never be any need of bye-laws to an- 
ſwer purpoſes which could not be foreſeen.— Vour Sa- 99 
viour, my lords, knew all things that ever could hap- '4 
pen, and has provided for them in his word. He even h 
foreſaw that men, like you, would ſeek to be lords o- WM t! 
ver his heritage; and has made a law againſt it. You BE” 
may try your experiments in the kingdoms of this k 
world, if you pleaſe, but beware of making alterations be 
in our Saviour's kingdom, on pretence that it is the re 
right of ſocieties to make rules for their members. — 8e 
Chriſt has given you the ſcriptures ; be ſatisfied with he 
them, They will anſwer all purpoſes to make tlie wi 
man of God perſect; they ſerved Timothy, and may | ſa 
well ſerve the clergy ef England. Timothy, you ſay, the 
was a biſhop too ;—well then imitate him, and give =, 
up all articles, except the word of God. All your boo 
decrees and canons concerning religion are unrighte- | ous 
ous, mere will-worſhip and doctrines of men.—Can | you 
you not truſt men with the care of ſouls, who promilc not 

to teach according to the Old and New Teſtament, a3 ſub! 
well as he who promiſes to teach according to the ar- 6 
| ticles —You ſwear upon the goſpels, which implies, whe 
that you think they have ſome efficacy to inforce truth, ty y 
why may they not ſerve miniſters to ſubſcribe, and be teou 
a a ſufficient teſt of orthodoxy ? But you will ſay, per- alles 
haps, that all parties pretend to hold by the ſcriptures, now 
even when they teach the groſſeſt errors. And truly, Piſh 


an't 


an't pleaſe your lordſhips, the articles are but a poor 


ſafe· guard againſt hereſy. Some of yourſelves have 


| hinted, that they may be taken in different ſenſes ; 
who, then, is ſure which is the true ſenfe ? It is true, 


men need not ſubſcribe unleſs they pleaſe, they have no 
more to do but let them alone, and want a hving,— 


and they had better do this than ſubſcribe the doctrine 


they do not believe : But is it righteous in you the 


leaders in the church, to impoſe ſuch hardſhips on wor- 
thy honeſt men; who are willing to teach Chriſtianity 
according to the beſt of their judgment, as it 1s made 


known in Divine Revelation. But do you yourlelves 
believe the articles? Pray do not ftare again. I have 


really juſt ground of ſuſpicion concerning you. Vour 


Sermons, my Lords your printed ſermons, bear wit- 


neſs againſt you; few, if any of them, are conſiſtent 
with thoſe aphoriſms, which you are ſo tenacious in 
ſupporting. If theſe articles are ſo proper to ſupport 
the orthodox faith, why do you not preach agreeable 
to the doctrine contained in them? This does not 
look well on your part. Is it not altogether unrighte- 


ous to impoſe doctrines upon your brethren, which 


you never mean to teach yourſelves? Perhaps, you do 


not mean that they ſhould teach them, you only require 
ſubſcription, Is not this prevarication, and lying to 


God? Was this the way the Holy Ghoſt moved you, 
when you entered into orders? Alas! my lords, I pi- 


ty you! You ought to give up theſe badges of unrigh- 
teouſneſs, and ceaſe to ſaddle the clergy, like ſo many 
alles, with ſuch ungodly trapping. You ride in ſtate 
now, and receive honours of men, but mind the Great 


Piſtop and Shepherd of ſouls is to come again, and 


your | 
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you muſt give an account of your conduct. Your 
mitres will be laid in the duſt, and the long robes you 
love to walk in will be inſufficient to cover your nak- 
edneſs at the day of e 


Tur impoſition of articles is unrighteous, if your 
Reverences will pleaſe to conſider, that they have an 
immediate tendency to hinder all religious enquiries, 
and argue the imperfection of the word of God as a 
ſtandard, to direct Chriſtian teachers in matters of re- 
gion. Is it not when ſuch a ſyſtem is made a ftand- 


ard of Chriſtian doctrine, that the word of God was 


inſufficient without ſuch a manufacture, to lead men 
into truth !——And ſuppoſing your articles are the 


very true ſum and ſcope of Scripture Knowledge; is 


not the didactic part of your office uſeleſs ?—For what 
occaſion is there for any more teaching from Scripture, 
when you have reached ſcope and meaning of divine 
Revelation? All that you have now to do is to illuf- 
trate your own articles. This, my Lords, is a poor 
compliment paid to the Bible. But is it not a ſign 
that the meaning of your articles is not quite clear, 
when it needs ſuch long and tedious illuſtrations ? Bi- 
ſhop Burnet certainly believed that your articles were 
not altogether plain, when he was at ſo much pains as to 
write large commentaries upen them. 'Tho? your articles 
were altogether agreeable to the word of God, yet you 
have no right to impoſe them as articles of other men 's 
faith : for you are not their judges, none have a right 
to impoſe matters of belief upon us, but he who has 3 
right to judge us for our unbelief, and can reward us 


for our faith, The Rewards in the church ſhould 
bring 


bring forth, out of their treaſure, things new and old: 
but your impoſition prevents all new diſcoveries in reli- 
gion. If the articles are the true meaning of Serip- 
ture, as they ought to be before they can be reaſonably 
impoſed as teſts of faith, they are the rules by which 
teachers muſt inſtruct their hearers, and every new dif- 
covery is excluded unleſs it tallies exactly with the old; 
in this reſpe& it cannot be new. But can any thing 
be more unrighteous and abſurd, than to impoſe a for- 
mulary of faith upon others which muſt itſelf be tried 
by the Scriptures, before 1t can fully be received ? if 
the firſt rule is ſufficient, there is no occaſion for the 
latter, and if the latter is the ſupreme judge of all con- 5 
troverſies, there is no need of the firſt. This, Gen- 
tlemen, is very unneceſſary trouble; for thoſe who are 
qualified to diſcover the ſenſe of ſcripture from itſelf, 
have no occaſion for any other articles. If teachers 
are honeſt men, they have no need of any teſt of faith 
except the Scriptures, and if the, are not, all the ar- 
ticles in the world will not make them ſo. W hen 
a ſyſtem of religion is impoſed upon men as a ſtan- 
dard, by which they are to teach others, it ought to 
be ſo plain as to be ſelf-evident, and ſo compleat as to 
need no amendment. If it is doubtful, it will be dif- 
ficult to purſue its intention; if it is imperfect, it will 
need a ſupplement, and this ſuppoſes that it might be 
wanted; for wherever we can find this ſupplement, 


we may find the whole without being * to any 
| other men's labours, | 


IAm 3 ne that 
ihe Feripture es are not all ſelf. evident, and that what J 
| | have 


12 


have now ſaid is an argument againſt their perfection, 
as well as againſt the articles. But, ſtop a little gen- 


tlemen; the greateſt part of the word of God is ſelf. 
evident, and where it does not appear ſo very plain, 
there is a promiſe made by the Author thereof, that 
the Holy Ghoſt ſhall make it known. For your edi- 
fication, I ſhall ſet before you a few paſſages of divine 
truth, which may help your Reverences to underſtand 
this ſubject a little better. And I will pray the Fa- 
c ther, and he ſhall give you another Comforter, that 


«© he may abide with you for ever, even the Spirit of 


ce truth, whom the world cannot receive, becauſe it 


0 ſeeth him not. But when the Comforter is come, 
« even the Spirit of Truth, he ſhall teſtify of me: and 


ce ye alſo ſhall bear witneſs.” John xv. 26, 27. How- 
« heit, when the Spirit of Truth is come, he will 
4 guide you into all truth ; for he ſhall not ſpeak of 
e himſelf; but whatſoever he ſhall hear that fhall he 
« ſpeak, and he will ſhew you things to come. He 


<« ſhall glorify me; for he ſhall receive of mine, and 


„ ſhall ſhew it unto you.“ John xvi. 13, 14. * But 
« when the Comforter ſhall come, which is the Holy 
„ Ghoſt, whom the Father will ſend in my name, he 
4e ſhall teach you all things, and bring all things to 


your remembrance, whatſoever I have ſaid unto you. 


« For the Spirit ſearcheth all things, even the deep 


© things of God. Behold I will make known my 


words unto you.—Behold, I will pour out my Spi- 
* rit unto you.—If ye abide in me, and my words a- 


« bide in you, ye ſhall aſk what ye will, and it ſhall 


be done unto you.“ John xv. 7. You cannot pro- 
duce ſuch promiſes in behalf of any human articles 
on = 8 „ | What 
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What the diſciples of Chriſt kuow not in the mean- 
time, he has promiſed to ſhew them afterwards ;z but 


Luman devices have no ſuch promiſe made to them. 
Is there not a wide difference between propoſitions 


which are both dark and doubtful, and ſuch as are on- 
iy obſcure, but certain in themſelves, and have the 
promiſe of an infinite author annexed to them, that we 


things in ſuch a manner as to confound the wiſe, yet 
we are ſive the author cannot deceive us. But can as 
much be ſaid for legions of fallible clergymen, who 


of the Old Teſtament which were not underſtood by 
| ligh Prieſts, like you, were revealed to babes, in the 
channel in which truth will always be made mauifeſt. 
; It is a fad truth, and bears a dreadful aſpect to men of 
| your character, —that not many mighty, not many 
| wiſe men, according to the fleſh, are called, 'The 
| rich man in the parable had all his good things in this 
| life, but in the next he lift up his eyes in kl, Par- 
don the expreſſion; thoſe are the words of our Lord, 


| and you ought to know them. By impoſing articles, 


my vou aſſume 1 prerogative of the King of Zion, the 
Spi- crime is high treaſon againſt him, were you to do ſo 
gs a- in England, without the conſent of your ſovereign, 
fall WW vou would come under a premunire. The King of 
pro- Zion will likewiſe vindicate his own authority ; he 
ticles. W maintain his prerogative to Your ſhame, if you 


What 3 Continue 


ſhall underſtand them as we have occaſion for more 


knowledge? Though the Almighty has ſpoken ſome | 


have both their own paſſions, their prejudices and pri- 
vate intereſts to pratify ! Truly, wy lords, ten or 

twelve thouſand pounds a year will alw ays have a pow. 
erful effect on the tempers of Divines. The doctrines 
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Torbids 1t—and will you contradict him? — He comes 


pierced him. My lords, you muſt be there ;—you 
look agaſt! but it is true; the ſmall and the great 
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continue to purſue the paths you have hitherto walked 


in. Some of your brethren have ſhewed their inclina- 
tions to be deliver ed from their yokes of bondage, but 
you want to wreath the yoke faſter about their necks. 


Tt is unrightcous—it is unreafonable—Your Saviour 


—He comes the ſecond time, without fin unto ſalva- 
tion.— Every eye ſhall fee him, and they alſo who 


muſt attend his coming. Will a preſentation, or a 


Conge d' Elire be of any ſervice to vindicate your uſur- 
pation of his prerogative? Will a diſpenſation from i 
the crown to hold livings without duty avail you be- 0 
fore the 1 of all the earth? Your works will be WW t 
tried by fire. Gold and ſilver and precious ſcones, | _ 
mitres, and crowns, will all be calcined to aſhes. E. W = 
very man's works ſhall be tried by fire of what ſort it RU. 
is. Conſcience, gentlemen, allow conſcience to ſpeak, FF 
and I ſhall have the whole bench of biſhops on my ſide. to 
You ſmile! and to be fure, mitres and crowns, of 
honours and power, with ſo many thouſands of yearly yo 
income, will make any worldly man ſmile ; but the WF the 


to come, when theſe ſhall afford but ſmali pleaſure. 


joys of the wicked are but ſhort. There is a period 


IF is unrighteous to impoſe human dogmas upon e- 
thers, becauſe it is laying a ſtumbling-block before 
them.- You, my lords, know how ſtrong the 
temptation which ariſes from the proſpect of a good 
living is. Many unguarded mortals have ſwallow! 


down articles they 1 80 never digeſted, kor a few hun- 
ared; 
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dreds a- y car. - But why fhould fnares be laid for men's 


virtue, when there is no occaſion for it? What advan- 


tage ariſes cither to the church or ſtate from impoſing 
human articles? Have the aphoriſms of. the clergy 
more efficacy to make men good churchmen, and true 
ſubjects, than divine Revclation ? J'erhaps you are a- 


fraid that if the articles wore laid aſide, the diſſenters 
would come into your churches, and devour your liv— 


ings. Vou have more to do than to remove the arti- 


cles before that happen. —Yeur liturgy, my Lords, 
your ill Had maſs in Englith, muſt be removed alſo, 


before you receive any danger from that quarter. — It 
would do you honour to lay atide both; but eaſe your 
own members firſt, and let the difaters enjoy their 
toleration; you have even a plcaſure in holding the 
ſcourge of your articles over their heads. It is an un- 


righteous decree by which you hold that authority; it 


was owing to men of your order that ever there was 
ſuch a law hanging over their heads. It is poor ſpite 


to envy men their liberty, when they are aſking non. 
of your emoluments. Though they pay your tithes, 
you are not fatisfied unleſs you have dominion over 


their conſciences. This is an old evil among lords 


ſpiritual. Your predeceſſors led the way, and you are 


diſpoſed to follow them. Suppoſe it were your own 
caſe, my lords, would you think it reaſonable for o- 


thers to lay reſtrictions upon your conſciences, who 
have no right to do ſo? Suppoſe there ſhould 


another long parliament ftart up, and diſſolve the 


Hierarchy, and require you to uſe the Scotch Di- 
2 and avouch all the articles of Preſbytery, on 
pain of certain fines and impriſonments, would you ac- 
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16 
count it juſt ? Or ſuppoſe they ſhould excuſe you three 
and an halt, would you not fay, and very juſtly, they 
ought not to be lords of your fa'th ? The application 
is eaſy, and your reverences muſt undoubtedly perceive | 
it. You account yourſelves a part of the Britiſh Con- 
ſtitution, and imagine that all will go to ruin if your | 
ecclefiaſtical power is called in queſtion. But it is by 
Tight of your baronies that you ſit in parliament, ard 
not as church officers. I appeal to judge Blackftone 
if this is not true. There have laws been made with— 
out the preſence of biſhops, which are Ati} in force, 
that ſhew that lords ſpiritual are no eſſential part of 
the Englith conſtitution. In the reigns of Edward l. 
Richard II. and Henry III. partaments were hed 
without biſhops, and it was reſolved by all the judge; 
in England that the king may hold his parliament 
with his lords and commons without them. The con- 
ſtitution would be quite ſafe, although there were not 
a biſhop in England, or any where elſe. 5 


Tas urreaſonableneſs of requiring ſubſcription to 
articles will further appear, if we conſider that they 
do not anſwer the end they are ſaid to be intended for. 
'They are intended to preſerve orthodoxy in the faith ; 
but either the articles are not ſound, or many of the 
dignified clergy are not. It will puzzle all the divines 
in the univerſe to reconcile the writings of Tillotſon, 
Sherlock, and Clarke, with the thirty-nive articles of 
the church of England. Even the late archbiſtcp 
Secker is net able to abide this ſtandard. I cou 
give many inſtanees; but thoſe who read both will ca- 
fly perceive the difference. I might even appeal to 
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17 
his grace "of Giouceſter, whether his treatiſe on the 
Spirit is exactly conſiſtent with the articles he ſome time 
ago ſubſcribed. What is the meaning of ſo much 
zeal for ſubſcription, when it anſwers no good purpoſe ? 
Your lordſhips would take it ill if I ſhould compare 
you to proftitutes, who, when they have loſt their 
own reputation, are always fond to ſeduce others into 
the paths of vice. It is altogether unrighteous to hold 
by laws which expreſsly contradict the laws of Jeſus 
Chriſt. Chriſt commands us to call no man Maſter 


but himſelf, in what pertains to the conſcience ;—but. 


the laws of the clergy ſay the very contrary, and oblige 


men under grievous pains and loſſes to ſubſcribe arti- 


cles they themſelves do not believe. Is it not a bur- 


den grievous to be borne, tor men either to ſubſcribe 


what they have no evidence to believe, or be deprived 


of emoluments which they haye As good 4 right to as 


others of his Majeſty's ſubjects? Subſcription does not 
give a right to a living, it is the preſentation which 
gives that. Now to urge unneceſſary qualifications, is 


the ſame thing as depriving 2 man of his right. You, 


my lords, kiiow that the qualification is of no real uſe, 


and yet you inſiſt upon it; is not this binding heavy 


burdens, and grievous to be borne, and laying them 
on men's ſhoulders ? You will not touch them with one 


of your fingers. You will neither uadertake to anſwer 


for ſubſcribers, provided they incur guilt by ſub- 
ſcribing, nor provide a living for them in caſe they 


ſhould be deſtitute, It is in your power to reheve 


them, if you are willing. You cen join in an applica- 
tion to parliament for their relief, or you cannot op- 
B 3 Poſe 


0 


poſe it when it is made. I do not mean it can be of 


any real uſe to a Chriſtian church if you did; butit would 


| belefleningtheburdensof your brethren. —But this, per- 


haps, is too much to be expected from high priefis : it 


is more than your brethren the Phariſees would grant to 
our Saviour, or his apoſtles, and I am afraid we muſt 
not expect it from you. The civil powers would have 


relieved Jefus Chriſt ! but the prieſts remonſtrated a- 
So Jeſus is crucified at the requeſt of the 


gainſt it, 


clergy. Jeſus did not aſk any favours at their hands; 


but if he had, they did not ſeem diſpoſed to grant 


him any. He was a non-conformiſt, and did not ap- 


prove of their articles, and ſo could not be forgiven 


buy prieſts. Though you have not the ſame object, 
your principle is the fame ; they were afraid of the 
conſtitution of their church, and the emoluments they 
enjoyed, and are not your reaſons the ſame? My 
lords, you cannot deny it; it is too ev ident to be de- 
. denied. | Eg 


Tur Jewiſh clergy impoſed heavy burdens on the 
people; they had the tithes of almoſt all things, the 
very mint and cummin could not eſcape them.—You 


have the ſame, the fruits of our fields, the increaſe of 


our cattle, the plants and roots of our gardens, are 
tythed by you. Ah! you are like your brethren the 


Phariſees ! only you do not faſt nor pray ſo often, o- 
therwiſe you are much belied. And you uſe your bretl- 


ren as the Pharifees did Chriſt, you ſcandalize them, be⸗ 
cauſe they do not love your yoke of bondage. Chrilt 


was accounted an heretic, becauſe ke ſet up a more ſimple 
| | | religion 
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religion than that of the Jews, and ſome of you ſerve 
your brethren in the ſame way. You impute deſigns 
to them which you cannot prove, and which very pro- 
bably were never in their hearts. — This is unfair, un- 
generous and unchriſtian. But why ſhould I expect 
Chriſtianity in a Jewiſh diſpenſation ? The poor ani- 

mals are truly to be pitied who muſt couch down un- 1 
der your burdens; they may long wait before you _ | 
ftretch forth the hand to help them. The petitioners bi 
are like the man who fell among the thieves, they Wh 
wall find no * at the hands of Prieſts and Le- 


vites. 


, UF Sons of the friends of clerical uſurpation have of 
| late received the old popiſh argument concerning the 
power of the church to appoint articles for the men to 
believe, and alledge that the church, by which they 
mean the clergy, 1s the only judge of all matters of 
faith, ——But the queſtion to be firſt reſolved is, Who 
is the church? Have the common people no concern 
in this queſtion ? If fo, they are no way anſwerable 
for any errors they may be led into under the direction 
of the clergy. The framers of creeds and articles muft 
anſwer for all. It is amazing to obſerve the aſſurance 
of thoſe devotees of popery ; they claim a privilege 
| which none but the Head of the church can claim, 
or ſuch as can ſhew infallible and indifputable 
ſignatures that he has intruſted them with that 
| power. Sarpedon tells us, that to ſuffer men to 
rift interpret the Seriptures according to their oven 
aple ö private Judgement, is to ſuffer them to follow their 
ion 4 | | | | | | oven 
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own fancies; and where is the harm of this, provided 
their fancy is right and conſiſtent with the dictates of 


reaſon? One man's fancy may paſs as well as that of 


another; and there have been more fooliſh fancies ge- 1 
nerated in the brains of the clergy aſſembled in ſynods, Jr 
and councils, than ener have appeared among any e- MW » 
qual number of men of any denomination. But the 1 
clergy ſettled the number of canonical books, and on 
they have a right we are told alſo to ſettle their ſigni. th 
fication. Softly, gentlemen, this will not be granted tid 
you; you reckon too faſt. Are you ſure that revela- the 
tion would not have been received unleſs the clergy nal 
had taken the trouble to ſettle that point? But though of 1 
they took this upon them, the queſtion is, who gave them cert 
authority? Might not any number of honeſt men have app 
done the ſame thing. All that they had any right to cum 
do was to give their advice concerning that point ; if hong 
their advice was received, it was the power of Provi- WW gent 
| dence, and not their authority which ſettled the num- the e 
ber of canonical books. They endeavoured to obtain ers p 
the ſanction of the civil authority to enforce their de- but a 
ciſions, and by that means obliged the ſubjects of the never 
empire to receive the ſcriptures ; but they did the E leſs u 
| ſame thing with their canons and creeds, which wil friend 
prove that they alſo are canonical. | of a c 
„„ CC a note” takes 
Tur clergy aſſembled in councils only told what idea; 
they thought, but it only belonged to the power of the be 
pot! 


_ the Almighty to make men believe that they were 
right. And this conviction could only proceed from 
the evidence of ſcripture doctrine, when they had ex- 


amined it, If they received it upon the authority of 
. | | the 


Were 1 


b | be req 
; dom, 
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the clergy, it was implicit faith, and not a rational. 
conviction of truth; to thoſe who received it in this 
faſhion, it was not the word of God, but the word of 
man. The clergy are always ready to put us in mind 
how much we are obliged to them; but if accounts 
were fairly ſettled, I am afraid that the balance will 


appear to be much on the other ſide. They are ready 
on all occaſions to take more trouble to themſelves 
than there is any reaſon to thank them for; and be- 


ſides they are always well paid for their trouble. When 
theſe gentlemen ſhew as much concern for men's eter- 
nal happineſs, as they appear anxious for the mammon 
of unrighteouſneſs, it will remove ſome ſuſpicions con- 


| cerning their ſprings of action: But as long as they 
„ appear more anxious for the tithes of aniſe, mint, and 
ceummin, than mercy, judgment, and faith; very few 
c WH honeſt men will pay them any regard. When the 
WH gentlemen of your order took the trouble to collect 
„wle canonical books of ſcripture, did not the civil pow- 
# | ers pay them for their pains? Councils ſeldom aſſembled 
„ WH Þut at a great expence to the public, and biſhops were 
ne never ſuch fools as to travel at their own expence, un- 
he | leſs when they could not help it. I would defire your 
M friend Sarpedon to tell us no more of the ſucceſſion 


of a church, with power to eſfabliſh articles, unleſs he 
the beſt they can of the articles which Chriſt and his 


be required to prove from the nature of Chriſt's king- 


church, 


takes in the whole community of believers into the 
idea; and even all they have a right to do, is to make 


apoltles have already formed to their hands. If it 
were neceſſary to purſue Sarpedon very cloſe, he might 


dom, and the account which revelation gives of a 
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church, that any number of clergymen can be a church, 
he will not find ſuch an idea in the whole New Teſta- 
ment. The apoſtles themſelves did not aſſume that- 
title when they were aſſembled, but conſidered them- 
ſelves as only members of the church where they were, 
Suppoſe that all the cardinals and biſhops of the church 
of Rome were aſſembled with the Pope at their head, 
they could not with any propriety be called the church 
of Rome; they could only be an eccleta of the clergy ; 
a Chriſtian church has a far more extenſive idea. The 
two houſes of convocation of England are not the 
church of the England, nor even the repreſentative 
of that church, they only repreſent ſome of the clergy. 
I am not ſure if the poor curates have any repreſenta- 
tion; but I am ſure that the people have none in ei. 
ther of theſe houſes. It argues great officiouſncl:, 
my lords, in you, and your brethren, to pretend to do 
men's buſineſs without their conſent ; and great ambi- 
tion to pretend to be their maſters, without any jus 
right or authority. It is a burden grievous to be 
borne, for men to be obliged to commit their {piritu- 
al concerns to perſons they cannot truſt nor conkde in 
bo inſtead of ſeeking to ſave their ſouls, prey up- 
on their ſubſtance, and riot in their poſſeſſions. 


Ox: grievous burden you lay upon our ſhoulders !3 


yourſelves ; the majority of the nation reckon you 
| heavy burden, and long to be freed from you.— Your 


extravagant incomes might do much good ; your lord: 
| ſhips devour more in a year than all the clergy of Scot- 
land.—And yet the people there are as nice and intel. 


ligent, and know more of religion, than the greate!. 


pal. 
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part of the people in auy of your dioceſes; even the 
poor diſſenters within your own bounds will compare 
with any of your people, who are immediately under 
your very noſes. Is it not, moſt Reverend and right 
Reverend Fathers in „a burden grievous to be 


borne, to fee a man, who never preaches above once a 
year, devour twelve or fifteen thouſand pounds per an- 


aum, and one who drudges from day to day, not have 


as much as keep his family from rags, nor himſelf 
from beggary ! 


-You ſay that it is the conſtitution ; 


may heaven ſoon. diſſolve it; for God never made it. 


—You know this, gentlemen, as well as I ; your con- 


ſciences have told it you a thouſand times, but honour, 


power, and luxury, have rendered you —_ to all 


: conviction . 


Ir is a burden grievous to be borne, and which you 


never touch with one of your fingers, though you lay 
it on, I mean your ſpiritual courts. In theſe you 


reign like lions in their dens, and tear to pieces all 


who have the misfortune to fall under your power. 


Your courts reſemble the fabled caſtles of the giants, 


where nothing is to be ſeen but the ſpoils of victims | 
devoured by your mercileſs hands. Woe to the man 


who enters within your ſpiritual dominions; for tho' 
his ſoul can never be the better by any thing you can 


do, his body, his intereſt and ſubſtance, ſhall be conſi- 
derably worſe. Ye culprits, who have ever been with- ; 
in the walls of theſe inquiſitions, ſay, what help, What 


ald, did you receive from the fingers of the biſhops ? 


was not his little finger heavier than the loins of your 


Saviour, who is all mercy and goodneſs? What do 


You 
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you think of his chancellor, proctors, and apparitors“ e 
Saw ye any mercy in their viſage, or clemeney in their borne 
looks? Nays nay; every one would look for his guin Domi 
from his quarter, as long as you had a farthing. His | often 
lordſhip's finger would not eaſe your burden, nor ni damn 
tigate your fine, however grievous to be borne. then 
3 | e 5 EY | lordfl 
Tux articles, liturgy, and Athanaſian ereed, are pour 
| heavy burdens, and grievous to be endured, which you oft ho 
„ealouliy bind on other men's noulders, though yon {cript 
give them nothing for bearing chem. You do not add faved 
twenty pounds à Fear to the living of a poor curate ts: 
for ſubſcribing and reading theſe badges of ſuperſti- is no 
tion. If a man is fo obliging as to ſell you his conſei- is a b 
ence, you ought undoubtedly to keep his teeth going. is un 
Many of your underlings would never read nor ſub- . I wo 
ſcribe a ſingle article of thoſe fopperies, were it not for | wiſh 
A little temporary enjoyment 3 and far too ſmall, my bave 
lords, for ſo much obedience. If they would cleave to | nurt 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, he would reward them better Peer 
cor their ſervice. You ought to conſider chem; ma. 1 
ny of them are dutiful creatures» and obey your Bau- The 
dates with great punctuality but it is hard to perform Tra) 
duch diſagreeable buſineſs for ſuch puny rewards.— 
Uttle. help would pe of ſome {ſervice —a hundred in- 
fead of forty pounds a Year would make the Athana- 
gan creed go better down. You cat eaſily aflord it 
y thouſands. I wonder much, conſider- 


out of ſo man 
ing che temper of he times, that there are any ereeds 


read at all; for it is ſeldom. that ſome churches have 


vou 
all 1 
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any ſermons. | 
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Tas damnation of your creed ig grievous to be 


Lorae—who can rehearſe it without ſaying, Miſerere, 
Domine. IT wonder you are not aſhamed to deal ſo 
often in unreaſonable damnation. —Shall all men be 


damned who do not believe the Athanaſian creed? 
then all the apoſtles are in a miſerable ſituation. Your 


lordſhips, J am afraid, will ſtand a poor chance. Alk 
pour conſciences if you believe it. Horreſco referens, 
t horribile didu. If all who do not believe this un- 


{criptural creed ſhall periſh eternally, who then can hc 
faved ? for never a fon ,of Adam was able to believe 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf could not believe it; for it 


is not true, and he could not believe a falſchood. Tt 


is a burden, my lords—it is a grievous bur den, © nd it 
is unreaſonable for you to bind it upon any perſons. 
I would not wiſh the devil to have ſuch a burden. I 
wiſh it had only been nonſenſe ; for then we might 
have laughed at it; but it is fit to ſpoil any man's 


mirth to hear the clergy curſe ſo heartily, and all the 
people ſay Amen. Bleſs and curſe not, is the true 
maxim ;—t is a glorious maxim,—a Godilike maxim. 
The other is devil ſh-like, wicked, and abominable. 


rray remove this burden altogether; touching it with 
your finger will not do; it will burn you, it will ſet 
al your lawn ſleeves in a flame, it you come near it. 


Read, and take 


Noli me tangere is its motto. 

warning before it is too late, leſt what came upon the 

Sha prieſts come upon you, . hich God of his infi. 
ite mercy prevent. Am en. 
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SERMON II. 


Matth. xxiti. 4. For they bind heavy burdens and gricv- 
ous to be borne, and lay them on men's ſhoulders ; but 
they themſelves wull not move them with one of their 


fin ge, 75 


Ox E of their fingers would be inſufficient to move 


them; the whole ſtrength of their bodies would not 


be able to move the burdens they have laid upon o- 


thers. I heartily wiſh, and fo will every honeſt man, 


that the race of the Phariſees had never ſurvived the 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem, but had been conſumed in 
tha temple, when the Roman ſoldiers ſet it on fire. 
'The world had been well cleared of a race of vermin, 


which fince have not only devoured widows” houſes, 
but have preyed on every houſe and cottage in the 


world, wherever they have had power. Tlicy 


have infeſted the world almoſt in all quarters, and 
have changed thewſelves into every ſhape, They 


have aſſumed the ſhape of biſhops, patriarelis, metro- 


politans, cardinals, and popes, and will turn any thing 


ro ſerve their own ends and purpoſes.— The Almighi- 
ty ſeems to have ſent them as a ſcourge to puniſh all 


nations who have not valued thoſe liberties and privi- 


mow which he hath beſtowed upon them. 


Tur perſons ſpoken of here were an ampliibious 


Lind of creatures, partly laymen and partly clergy- 


zen; they were ſomething like what you would call 


2 - 


* 
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a rector or vicar made juſtice of tlie peace, or a biſhop 


made a baron z— they belonged to both flates, that 
they might devour the profits of both. They had a 
ſort of double authority; as prieſts, they could ſhut 


men out of the kingdom of heaven, 85 as lawyers 
and civil officers, they could baniſh them from this 


world. It waz dangerous to diſoblige them; for if 


any one happened to offend them, and fell under tlieir 


curſes, they had no privilege in things civil. They 
were like men excommunicated in the biſhops' courts, 


who cannot ſue for their civil rights till their lord- 
ſhips looſe their ſentence. They had the whole cre- 


denda of the nation under their contr ou}, and no man 
durſt pretend to believe a ſingle ſentence without their 
good licence. They had the ſole power of all the 


ſynagogues in the kingdom; and could likewiſe li- 
cence gin-ſhops. They were a ſtrange ſort of beings 


they were exceedingly like to Eugliſh biſhops, | 


In the firſt place, becauſe they were the creatures 
of the king, or the civil power. In the days of our 
Saviour, the Romans made any one high prieſt whom 
they pleaſed. The Tetrarch had a power to do it; 
and Joſephus tells us, that Herod transferred the 
prieſthood from Jonathan to his brother Theophilus; 
and Aprippa took away the prieſthood from Jeſus 


the fon of Gamaliel, and gave it to Matthias the fon _ 
of Theophilus. This ſhews that the high prieſts a- _ 
mong the Jews were not now a divine inſtitution, but 
| creatures of human policy, While they continued 


upon the plan of their original inſtitution, none of 


| the kings of Judah could remove them 3 ; but after 
0 2 e 
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they turned Phariſees, they became mere creatures of 


the ſkate. — This, an't pleaſe your reverences, {h-ws, 


that when the clergy join with the kingdoms of this 
world, the Lord Jcius Chriſt will have no more to do 
with them. I have ſeen in ſome of the printed ſer- 
mons of the biſhops an? clergy fome hard ſavings a- 
gainſt the Scribes and Phariſees :—hbut theſe preach. 


ers did not conſider that they were abuſing their bet- 


ters, and their fathers too- There never were in the 
world, believe me, my dear doctors, a fet of men 
more zealous for church authority, —for tithes, for 
the rights of the clergy, —for keeping the common 


people in ſubjection, — for perſecuting diſſenters,— 
| for an eſtabliſhed church, and the Lord knows what, 


- They were zealous, like you, for human articles 
allo x | 


Toblerved that the ancient Jewiſh Priefts, the Pha- 


riſees, were creatures; and what could they be elle! 


But the Lord never made them ;—they were exact 


like our Engliſh biſhops, creatures of civil authority. 


No man need to wonder that they were dutiful to the 
powers of this earth for it is ſome way natural for 
creatures to worſhip their Creator. This very morn- 
ing all the birds in this wild aviary are expreſſing the 
feelings of gratitude to him that made them. —] do 
not mean, my lords, that they do it fo po: litely as 
lords ſpiritual, nor uſe ſo much ceremony as a biſhop 
does, when he is admitted into the royal preſence, tv 
_ thew his gratitude for his Ae mente but they 
do it in a Wy which is far better; — they. do it 


- row the heart. Phe rooks on the old trees s before my 
Ira | eee nt window, 


window, —the black-bird in the garden-hedge, thy 
| thruſh and linnet on the ſpray, with all the rural con- 
cert of feathered fongſters, would do one's heart good 


to hear how gladſome they are to praiſe their Cre- 
ator for the enlivening beams of the morning ſun. 
The ewes and lambkins on the banks of the rivulet, — 
the cattle on yonder meadow,—all ſeem pleaſed, and, 
according to their different manners, praiſe the Lord 


that made them. No figns of ambition (except to 


pleaſe) appear among them. — The fox, who juſt now 
iſſued forth from among the brakes and whins, and put 


the flocks in fear, ſuggeſted to my mind the idea of 4 
Biſhop, —a Prieft,—a Phariſee !—How lyly did be 
make his approach! as if upon ſome friendly viſit, till 


he was within reach of his unhappy victim? which he 
devoured, without mercy, as the Phariſees did widows? 


houſes, —or as commiſſar es or proctors devour the 


ſubſtance of poor culprits. in the ſpiritual courts.— 


| This was paying devotion to the belly, like thoſe who 
make it their god, and who mind earthly things. It 


is their. nature, to be ſure, to live on the runs of o- 
thers, like foxes, wolves, and kites. —TIt is their na- 


ture, to be ſure, to live on the ruins of other creatures; 
but it is not the nature of man, God made man up- 
right.——AI ſimilitude between man and ravenous _ 


mah is a perverſiun of their nature. 


Warn 1 oblerde chat there is an S agreement | 
between biſhops and the ancient Jewiſh prieſts, I would D 


not be underſtood as if I meant thofc wider the theo- 


| cracy, while the Lord was among that people ; there 

docs not appear to be the leaſt e between 
| thoſe offices of God's appointment and cur-clergy. 
. Thoſe 


himſelf, and were prieſts by a divine ordinance : both 


Thoſe ſons of Levi were ealled and appointed by Gui 


they and the kings of Iſrael were appointed by the au- 
thority of heaven, and made each a part of the thco- 


cracy, the Lord acknowledged them, and ſhewed them 


favour ; but after they obſtinately tranſgreſſed the laws 


which God, as their King, had given them, aud 
walked according to their own vain imaginations, he 


forſook them, and no more acknowledged them ſor 


his people; yet they did not give up their claims, 


when God gave them up, but endeavoured to ſupport 


their claim to God as their God, and to the, diltin- 
guiſhing privileges which, as a nation, they had for- 
merly enjoyed. But, alas! they had loſt their 


right, which rendered their claim abſurd and ridicu- 
jous. When the Meſſiah, who was the end of their 


law, was come, it was wicked and impious to ſupport 
their hierarchy. All dominion in matters of conſci- 


ence now centered in Jeſus; the dominion of the 


| prieſthood, as well as the royal authority, reſted on 
him. He alone claimed the privilege to forgive fins, 
and the ſole right of legiſlation, as the king waom 


God hath ſet upon his holy hill of Zion. The pre- 
tenſions of the Jewiſh - prieſts to authority and domi- 


nion was therefore very profane. Your preſent hierar- 


chy, my lords, is «itabliſhed upon the very ſame prin- 


 ciple which influenced the Jews to erucify the Meſſiah. 


The claim of Jeſus to a ſole aud excluſive authority in 
things ſpiritual, ſet aſide all the pretenſions of the 
high prieſts to dominion over the conſciences of 


the people. This was highly offenfive to their 


pride, and the notion they had of their own {ſpiritual 


juriſdiction. They conſidered Jeſus as an invader of 


their 
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their rights and privileges, which they had poſſeſſed 
for ſome thoufand years; and they determined that his 
claim was blaſphemy, and crucified him as a blaſphem- 
er of an eſtabliſnment which God had ſet up, and which 
he had RE Bom to maintain, 


Tui E Miersch of the church of England agrees 
with no ſtate of true religion which God hath appointed, 


either under the Old or New Teſtament diſpenſation ; 55 
but it agrees exactly with that church authority by 


which our Lord Jeſus Chriſt was tried, condemned, 
and crucified. ———This is a hard ſaying, my lords; 
but I ſhall make it as plain as the mitres on your heads. 
| Attend to what follows, and you will dern you 
ceive e the truth of the above obſervation. 


| Tar 3 which God . among the 
Jews was hereditary, handed down from father to ſon, 


and could not be changed by the civil authority, as 


long as the priefts obſerved the laws and kept clear 
from intermeddling with matters of ſtate. As the 


kings of Iſrael were immediately appointed by God, as 


well as the prieſts, they had a right, provided the 


prieſts interfered in ſtate matters, to depoſe them, as 
Solomon did Abiathar; but if they held by their own 


province, and performed their duty, they had no right. 
to meddle with them. The Engliſh prieſthood is not 
of this ſort; you, my lords, cannot entail your office 


upon your eldeſt ſons, unleſs his majeſty appoint them to 
| biſtopricks. Here you ſee there is a material difference 
Another conſiderable difference between the ancient 
| Jewiſh prictbood and your Aer is,—The Jewiſh 
1 e Prieſts 
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pPrieſts were confined to matters of religion, and were 
not admitted to ſecular employments : There were ci. 
vil officers appointed to manage what pertained to the 
fate ; the prieſts were only concerned with the matters 


of the Lord, 2 Chron, xix. 11. This is a prodigious 


difference, and worthy your attention. The Jewiſh 
high prieſt offered ſacrifices as well as received gitts ; 
but our high priefts receive gifts, but offer no facrif- 
ces. The chief deſign of the prieſts was to offer {a 
crifices, and to make atonement for the ſins of the peo- 


ple; in this they were typical of the great high prieſt 
who was to come; but our high prieſts can do none 


of theſe things; they do not pretend to offer ſacrifices, 
and they cannot pretend to be types of the Meſſiah. 
All the Jewiſh prieſts were circumciſed in the fleſh of 
their foreſkin, which was a ritual they were obliged 
to undergo by divine appointment: I never hear, my 
lords, that you copy after them in this particular, 
As long as the inſtitution of the Jewiſh hierarchy con- 
tinued in its original purity, there was only one bigh 
prieſt in the whole nation. —Our hierarchy is very dit- 
ferent ; for we have fix and twenty, at leaft always 


1 Or, if you pleaſe, we have twenty-four 


chief priefts, and two high prieſts ; This was not the 
appointment under the Jewiſh theocracy. It appears 
to be wholly a human invention, for which there is no 
_ warrant in the ſacred writings. 855 | 


Tux Jewiſh clergy had no legiſlative authority in 
religion; they were obliged to direct their conduct ac- 
| cording to the ſtatutes which were given by the hand 
of Moſes ; they had no power either with or without 

1 | their 
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their King, to add to, or diminiſh from, their ſyſtem 
which the Almighty gave them. They could make 
no alterations without an expreſs revelation from God, 


unleſs they were diſpoſed to provoke him, as they fre- 
quently: did. In this, my lords, your conſtitution 
and theirs differ evidently. You aſſume extenſive pow- 
ers.—-At. various times, and in divers manners, thoſe 
of your order have framed canons, articles, creeds, li- 
turgies, and homilies, and changed them upon certain 
occaſions, as your wiſdom thought fit. I wiſh it 


would pleafe your reverences to change them again, 


ſeeing: you pretend to have the ſame power your pre- 


| deceffors had.— Changes are lightſome, my lords, and 
a proper alteration | at this time would eaſe many of 
| your clergy, Pray, be ſo good as try another experi- 
ment: you cannot well remove farther from the ſerip- 


tures than you are at preſent. I think I have proved 


to a demonſtration, that you differ widely from the 


appointment of God concerning the clergy in the an- 


cient Jewiſh church; ſo you have no Old Teſtament 


precept or example for your exiſtence ; you agree how- 


ever with the Phariſees under the corrupt ſtate of the 


Jewiſh charch, by whoſe conſent and authority Jeſus 
Chriſt was crucified. This is the laſt branch of the 


propoſition I promiſed to make d —— 1 ſhall now 
| proceed- to Fo E 


1. When the Jews tp "ROY the a c appoint- | 
ment concerning their clergy, they increaſed: the pow- 


er and number of their high priefts. The original 


law authoriſed but one; but in our Saviour's time 


there were two, Annas and Ca aphas. Thoſe were 


| ſomething 
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| ſomething like our two archbiſhops ; the one primate 
of Judea, and the other primate and all ane | 


Boe They had allo very extenſive e at leaſt 
they pretended to it; they ſat in the great council of 
the nation, and had a mixed power joined with the 
chiefs of the land: they were exceedingly like your 
lords ſpiritual aſſembled with the lords temporal in 
parliament. Under the theoeracy this was not the 
practice; for the matters of the Lord and the matters 
of the king were. then kept diſtin& ; for they have 
never been mingled without great danger to the liber- 
ties of mankind. There are few men ſo perfect as to 
diſcharge two offices faithfully, when the perverſion of 
| both tends to their own private intereſt, ——There is 
danger, my lords, that a clergyman in the character of 
a civil magiſtrate will ſometimes ſtretch a point, with 
reſpet to thoſe who are not found churchmen, and 
lay the hand of his authority heavily on, when the ob- 
ject is ſuſpected to be no friend to clerical juriſdiction. 
 —And thoſe who appeal from his juriſdiction as a ma- 
giſtrate, will be in jeopardy of having their ſentence 
| denounced with all the authority of a prieſt, from the 
chair of verity.— Such amphibious creatures will fre- 
quently be tempted to ſqueeze a text on purpoſe to 
| ſupport their magiſterial authority, and to ſhew how 


_ dominion is founded upon grace, or rather Baade on 
dominion. | 


3. The Jewiſh prieſts took away the key of know- 
jedge from the people: inſtead of reading and expound- 
ing the law and the prophets, as rep: ought to have 

8 5 done 


LOW- 


1nd- 
have 
done 


35. 
done, they rendered them vain, through the ſubſtitu- 
tion of their own traditions, in their place, by which 


means the people were ignorant of the ſcriptures, and 


means of knowledge, except 5 what the prieſts were 


pleaſed, to allow them in their ſtead. In place of the 
pure and incorruptible word of God, they were bur- 


dened with traditions and doctrines of men ; they 
knew nothing as they ought to have known. In pro- 


portion as the prieſts kept the people ignorant, they 


rendered them ſuperſtitious and bigoted, and ready to 
anſwer all the ends of their felfith policy. It was ig- 


norance of the ſcriptures which rendered the common 


people dupes to the prieſts ; for had they underſtood 


the doctrines of the law and the prophets, they would 
have ſoon perceived tliat they were impoſed upon. 


The knowledge of divine revelation enlarges the mind, 
and makes men underftand their own privileges. There 
never will be any danger from the power of the clergy, 


| if once the laity underſtood the ſcriptures. Tf the 


commons and lords of Great Britain ever happen to 


| pay proper attention to the ſcriptures, your tigh au- 
thority, my lords, will ſoon come to an end. The 


Jewiſh prieſts knew this, and did all they could to 


| zuard againſt it. You, gentlemen, imitate your bie- 
| thren of Judea. Inſtead of reading and expounding 
the ſcriptures. to teach your people in divine know- 
| ledge, you put them off only with few a ſele& paſſages, 
| and a ſhort diſcourſe on ſome particular text. You 
| load them with creeds, articles, and canons, as the 
| Jewiſh prieſts did the people in their time; but you 


are ſparing of the ſcriptures, as if they would poiſon 
i them. 
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Tnosk who are firſt in the taſhion for taite and 
learning, ſay, your ſermons are good, well digeſted, 


and finely compoſed. I have no objection to your 


compoſitions, my lords, but a few of the plain pur- 


poſes of a paragraph of ſcripture would be far more e- 
difying to your people. To read a large paſſage, and 
ſhew the ſcope and uſe thereof, would be of infinitely 
more ſervice than all the laboured harangues of human 
eloquence. While you negle& to expound the ſcrip- 
tures, you take away the key of knowledge, which 


opens a door to a right undeſtanding of the principles 


of the kingdom of heaven. I do not mean that hu- 
man explanations of the word of God ſhould paſs for 
firſt principles, but they may help people to enquire, 


if the things are ſo, and anſwer a very good purpoſe. 


Your reverences preach but ſeldom, but would you 
expound ſcripture, you might be excuſed all your o- 
ther labours. . A ſermon on ſome particular occaſion 


we hear of now and then; but theſe diſcourſes are ſo 


interlarded with attachments, and the dignity of your 
order, that they can do very little good to poor mi- 
ſerable ſinners. This is an idea you ought to conſider, 
ſeeing you have your own guilt as other men, and 
tand in need of mercy like the reſt of the guilty race 
of Adam. I ſhall fay nothing of original fin, which 


has been ſo often diſputed z you, gentlemen, have as 


much actual tranſgreſſion as will require an abundanct 
of mercy. The idea of mercy is not ſo very viſible in 


your public performances; ; there is far too much of 


the high prieſt in them to make them agreeable to the 
_ wretched, miſerable, blind, and naked. You will en- 
uy perceive he 1s a {inner that preaches to you, and 
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perhaps your lordſhips will chink none of the leatt of 
them. It is a bad character, to be ſure; but a finner, 
worth ten thouſand a year, is greater than one who is 
worth very little. Your brethren the Phariſees had « 
great averſion at ſinners, but they loved fin, and prac- 
tiſed it to a great extent themſelves. They reproach- 
ed Jeſus Chriſt for receiving finners, and eating with 
them. This was cruel and unmerciful ; for though 


they were not diſpoi:4 to do good to the miſerable 


themſelves, it was the higheft barbarity to envy them 
happinels from the hands of others. 


4. Fax chief and capital method which the Jewiſh 
prieſts uſed to take away the key of knowledge from 


the people was the impoſing of articles of their own 


compoſing upon them, and making them pais for the 


true meaning of the law; by this means they. placed a 

padlock upon the ſcriptures, leſt the common people 
ſhould find out the ſecrets of the prieſts.— 
ſometliing in the nature of man which inclines him to 


purſue after knowledge. When our Saviour came and 


taught the plain meaning of the law and the prophets, 
the multitudes appeared enamoured with his doctrine, 
they flocked after him, and gladly heard him. They 
perceived a viſible difference between the plain ſerip- 
ture doctrine which he taught them, and the equivocal 


jargon of the doctors. The chief prieſts ws ana. 


ed to ſee a non-ſubſcriber make ſo free with the arti- 


:les of the church : they raiſed the cry againſt Jeſus, 


and proclaimed the church was in danger; © If we let 


this man alone, all men will believe on him, and the 


Romans will come and take away both our place 
75 | 6“ and 
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ce and nation.” Ihey perceived the danger of a free 


inquiry into ſcripture truths, and ſuffering a teacher 
to paſs unpuniſhed, who diſcovered all the ſecret de- 


ceits of their craft. If once ſuch a generous ſyſtem as 


that which our Saviour propoſed was received, it would 
open a door to the Gentiles as well as the Jews, and 
then the excluſive privileges of the prieſts and lawyers 
would be at an end. There would then be no occa- 
fon for the temple, the place and nurſery of prieſts and 


Phariſees. This ſhews that the prieſts diſcovercd the 


intention of our Saviour's doctrine and miracles, and 


excogitated as good a icheme as human wiſdom could 
deviſe to guard againſt their influence. Cataphas was 
no fool when he ſaid, that it was expedient that one 
man ſhould die for the people, and not the whole nation 
periſh. To him and the prieſts, the downfal of prieſthood 


and the deſtruction of the nation were the fame things, 


What is a nation to a dignified clergyman without an cx- 
tenſive living? There are few of this character that 


would riſk a living for a nation, though they have often 


almoſt ruined a whole nation for the ſake of rich liv- 
ings and preferments. Archbiſhop Laud is an ex- 
ample of this, who, to ſupport his own honour, riches, 


and ſplendor, ruined both his ſovereign and himſchf, 
and brought a civil war en the nation. The Jewiſh 
prieſts would not give up the ſmalleſt degree of thr 
authority, or part with a ſingle tradition, and the rea. 
ſon was,—no body could tell how far a reformation 
might go. It might proceed ſo far as to endanger the 
places of the high clergy, and the conſtitution w rould 
be in danger; for the prieſts were a branch of the con- 
Aitution. Once give way to a few peeviſh petition- 


Ji | if 
ers in one thing, and then you may proceed till the ö 
whole fabric of the hierarchy is taken down Piece- meal. [i 


Theſe arguments are very like thoſe which your chap- 
lains and friends have offered, in defence of your 


| | Chriſtian traditions. You have certain, ly learned your 
5 | ſcheme from your friend Caiaphas , and the reſt of your kh 
8 brethren in Judea, | | 
. 3 j 
p | Treg plan ct your hicrarchy is not likely to laſt ſo 46 
N \ } i F he Wa nd there 1 : Kit 
9 ong as that of the Jews; and there is a good reaſon 10 
4 for it. Phe Jewiſh hierarchy was once an ordinance . 
10 of God; but yours never was, nor ever can be. Our 0. 
- Saviour, oy his death and reſurrection, overturned the 18 
in | ſyſtem of the Phariſees, ard, in proceſs of time, he will | li 
day all your mitres, my lords, 1 in the duft. 1 


I Have proved, that there is neither precept nor ex- ok 
ample in the O!d Teſtament for men of your order; "nh 
and have likewiſe demonſtrated, that your hierarchy is 


founded upon the {ame principles of theſe clergymen 100 
who condemned our Saviour. It remains that I ſhew 10 
from the New Teſtament, that ſuch an order of men, by 
with ſuch authority as you claim is not to be found in Cit 
” words of Chriſt, and the writings of his apoſtles. _ 5 1 
| Wit |, 
08 
Ta HIS may very caſt bs ſettled, by conſidering thoſe _ 1 
paſſages of the New Teſtament which have hes uſed | 1 
to ſupport your authority, There is no occaſion for 0 
the aſſiſtance of the fathers in this controver ſy ; thoſe 4 ö | 
old gentlemen were not guided by infpiration, and 1 


were as ready to err as other men. Vour lordſhips 
mult ſtand the trial of 2 ſeripture Ons and 


faith and religion. 


tion with my lord; it was @ 
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ſtand or fall in the opinion of all ſober men, as your 


office and authority agrees with, or differs from, this 
divine law- book. 


"In the firſt place, let us inquire into the opinion of 
our Saviour concerning the power of his church, or 


the power which he eſtabliſhed therein in matters of 


The chapter where our text lies 
expreſſes his mind pretty plaiuly with reſpect to the 
dominion of the clergy ; * Be not ye called Rabbi, 
« for one is your Maſter, even Chriſt, and all ye are 


© brethren and call no man your father upon earth, 


« for one is your Father which is in heaven; neither 


6 be ye called maſters, for one is s your Maſter, even 


40 Chriſt. oh 


You certainly know my lords, that Rabbi was a 
degree of honour among the Jews, to which they an- 


nexed no ſmall ſhare of juriſdiction. Rabboni was the 
higheſt title they had, and was of the fame fignifica- 
title which Mary Mag- 
dalen gave to our Saviour, John xx. 16. and implied, 
that ſhe honoured him in the higheft degree. There 


were three degrees of dignity to which the Jews allo 


connected authority; Rabbi, and Rabbon or Rabban ; 


all which our Saviour condemns. He condemns 


the two firſt in this chapter, and for good reaſons ; be- 


cauſe they aſſumed power peculiar to him, and made free 
with his titles. 'The meaning of the word Rabbi, a- 
mong the Jews, at this time, is very plainly pointed 
out by the ceremony of conferring this degree, When 


A perion was thought worthy of this dignity, he was 
d 
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3 5 l; 

placed updn a chair raiſed above the reſt of the com- 1 

pany, and had a key and a table- book delivered to him; {i 

the firit was a ſymbol of his power and authority, the Fl. 

latter of his qualification for that honour. The key = 

he wore ever afterwards, as a ſign to ſhew who he was, it 

| that he might not loſe any of the honours due to his '{ 

75 title. This title, in its whole import, our Saviour [i 
forbids in his church. The ſecond ſignifies a guide | 1 
, or leader, on one whoſe word we may depend, he alſo [| 
forbids; becauſe there are none whoſe words are ſuffici- i 
a ent to direct Chriſtians but the words of him who is l | 
: their Lord, or ſuch as he inſpired by his Spirit, and an 
infallibly guided into all truth. The laſt he ſuſſicient- ' 

ly diſapproves, Mark x. 42. But Jeſus called them * 

« unto him, and ſaid unto them, Ye know that they N 
vhich are accounted to rule over the Gentiles, . 
erciſe lordſhip over them, and their great ones exer- 5 : 


« ciſe authority upon them. But it ſhall not be ſo a- 
« mong you; but whoſoever will be greateſt a- 


© mong you, let him be your ſervant.” The conclu- | IF 
fion which naturally ariſes from our Saviour's ſentiment _ Fl ( . 
on this ſubject is,. — That your titles of Lord, Father, | 16 
and Doctor, are as expreſsly forbidden by our Savi- = 
our in any church that is his, as unbelief or fornicati- Ki 
on; aud while you hold by theſe forbidden honours, _ 0 
you have no ſeriptural claim to any memberſhip in his 1 
church. My lords, the reaſoniag is plain and fair; 1 
without you deny the words of Jeſus Chriſt you cannot 0 | j 
refuſe tat argument. Theſe are ſpurious titles that your 1-08 
| rev-rene.3 aflume. If you are lords in Chriſt's church, Ft 
pray by 7 good as ſhew his authority for your domi- 8 | | 4 
nion ere fathers, ſh-w us thoſe children you h 


| have begotten to a lively hope by your doctrine ; if 


D 3 you 
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you are maſters, be ſo kind as inform us, in what pat 
of the New Teſtament you find a right to this honour, 
The demand is reaſonable, my lords, and you ought 
to comply with it for your own fakes. All men have 
a right to queſtion your authority, till you ſhew that 
it is eſtabliſhed on divine revelation. 


Bur perhaps our Saviour revealed the inſtitution of 
hierarchy to his apoſtles afterwards, when he ſent the 
Holy Ghoſt upon the day of Pentecoſt. Let us 


then turn over the ſacred pages, aud fee if we can 


light upon this revelation. The firſt time we meet 


with any word which ſounds any thing like Epiſcopa- 
cy is in Acts i. 20. His biſhoprick let another take.“ 


The Greek word ſignified the office which Judas ſu- 


ſtained among the apoſtles, and from which he fell by 
his tran{grefſion, but has no relation to the power 


and authority of lords ſpiritual. Judas has by far 


too many ſucceſſors, - more than all the apoſtles put 
together, and I hope your lordthips are not diſpoſed 
to put in your claim among the reſt, The word bith- 
oprick, in our language, ſi gniſies the dioceſe of a biſh- 
op, and not the office ; but the Greek word' here lig 
niſies the office which Judas ſuſtained, which during 
our Saviour's life, was to preach the goſpel, and work 


miracles. Our Saviour informs us, that there was to 


be no lordſhips among his diſciples 3 this could not 
then conſiſt of any power that Judas had above the 

reſt of the apoſtles; for our Lord did not allow that 
as long as he lived, and after his death, we never find 
that ever his apoſtles claimed any ſuch power. 


Bur let us proceed to Afto nx. 28. „ Take heed 


65 \ here- 
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« therefore to yourſelves, and to the flock over whick 
„ the Holy Ghoſt have made you overſeers, to feed 
« the church of God which he hath purchaſed with 
& his own blood. For I know that after my depart- 


ing ſhall grievous wolves enter in among you, not 
« ſparing the flock,” There, my rde, you have | 
the office of a biſhop deſcribed from a very beautiful 


compariſon : it is to feed the flock as a ſhepherd does 


his ſheep, How is that? He feeds them in his maſ- 
ter's paſtures, according to his commandment. 'They 
are his maſter's flock, which he watches over and 


feeds, in thoſe paſtures which the mafter of the ſheep 


hath appointed. This is a laborious office, and hath 
no authority annexed to it, except that of feeding 
the flock where the owner hath appointed. Is there 
any thing like your office in this? Is there any church 


power here? any authority to make and impoſe ar- 


ticles upon the flock of Chriſt ? Give the flock of 


Chriſt their own food, which the great Maſter hath 
appointed them; 1ufter them to enjoy the incorrupti- 
ble Word, which liveth and abideth for ever. Thoſe 
biſhops mentioned in this church of Epheſus were on- 
ly ſhepherds ; ſo many paſtors to feed and watch o- 
ver their reſpective flocks. There is a wide diffe- 


rence between a ſhepherd and a lord. The ideas are 


quite oppoſite. How would lord ſhepherd ſound at 


court? It is however uſt as good and true a title as 
my lord biſhop, and jult as plainly pointed out in 


this text. The New Teſtament is very plain in this 
point; it needs no criticiſm to. find out its meaning. 


A Chriſtian biſhop is a paſtor, whoſe office is to feed 


his flock with the word of truth. You, my lords, 
are a _ ſet of paſtors; to feed the flock com; 
: gutted, 


44 
mitted to your care by ſubſtitutes. How are you 
ſure they will take care of them, and feed them in 


your Maſter's paſtures. There is not a farmer in Eng- 
land would allow his ſhepherds to uſe ſuch freedom 
with his flocks as to commit the care of them to o- 


thers, that they themſelves may trifle and live at eaſe. 


The apoſtle ſaw your day afar off, and was ſad.— 


He ſpeaks of grievous wolves entering in, who would 


not ſpare the flock. He certainly had an eye to 


thoſe clergy who devour rich livings, but feldom or 
never preach to their people. All that we have 
found is far from being any proof of an hierarchy. 


Is the beginning of Paul's epiſtle to the Philip- 


pians he makes mention of biſhops and deacons. 
Pray, my lords, how many dioceſian biſhops might 
there be in this city and its environs? For, according 


20 all accounts, it was not very large, nor yet the 


Chriſtians there very numerous. They muſt certain- 


ly have had very ſmall livings in thoſe times. But 
there is one thing which the friends of the hierarchy 


often forget, that the word ecclea in the New ' 'eſ- 


tament fignifies an afſembly of Chriſtians meeting in 
one place, having full authority to difcharge all reli- 


gious duties, and perform all acts of diſcipline. There 
is ſome reaſon to conclude that the ſaints, biſhops, 
and deacons, were but one ſingle congregation; this 


will put the friends of the hierarchy to prove, that 
there were more congregatio:1s at Philippi than one, 


| otherwiſe it will render their biſhopricks very fall. 


It will be an hard taſk to prove an aſſembly in this 
city except one; and, till this is done, there is. {till 


| wanung a New Teſtament proof for an | hierarchy: 


IT 


Ir is time now to proceed to Timothy and Titus, 
who are ſaid to have been diocehan biſhops. They 
appear only to have been evangeliſts ſent by the a- 


poſtles to ſet things that were wanting in order, and 
ſeem to have been altogether under the direction of 


Paul, All that they were to deliver was what they 
had received of him as an inſpired apoſtle, and when 
they had done that, their commiſſion was executed. 
They ordained biſhops and deacons, and put theſe 
churches in order; but there is not one word in all 
the epiſtles to theſe two brethren that implies any ju- 
riſdiction they had over thoſe churches after they had 
ſettled church-officers amongft them. They went a- 
way and left them after they had fulfilled their com- 
miſſion which the apoſtle gave them. We find them 
elſewhere travelling with Paul, and never hear a fingle 
word of their returning to their dioceſes any more. 


Timothy was called to Rome, and Titus to Dalma- 
tia, 2 Tim. iv. 9, 20, 21. but there is no account 


that ever they viſited Epheſus or Crete any _ It 


is indeed alledged that they continued to be biſhops, 
and carried their Epiſcopal function along with them; 


but it would appear that they were never ſettled ſtat- 
edly in any place more than the apoſtles. By look- 
ing into Titus, i. 5, 6, 7. I find in the apoſtle's opi- 


nion, that an elder and a biſhop are all one. My 
lords, let us read the paſſage ; it is a very plain one. 


« For this cauſe have I left thee at Crete, that thou 
** mayeſt ſet in order the things that are wanting, and 
« ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee. 


« If ay be blameleſs, the huſband of one wife, having 
& faith- 


— ——— ye = ne ne n+ — — 


s faithful children, not accuſed of riot, or unruly.— 


5 


« For a biſhop muft be blameleſs, as the ſteward of 
& God, nor ſelf-willed, not ſoon angry, not given. to 


„ wine, no ſtriker, not given to filthy lucre.? It ap- 
| , 8 | 71 P 


pears exceedingly plain to an unlearned reader, that 
this elder and biſhop are the very fame office, and the 
officers have the very ſame qualifications aſſigned them. 
Now theſe elders or biſhops, or what ſoever name they 
may receive, had no power either to ordain or do a- 


ny thing elſe without the conſent or approbation ot 
the whole church. Even when the apoſtles were at 


their head, they never pretended to act without the 
whole church; this ſentiment is ſufficiently plain from 
Acts xv. 22. Then it pleaſed the apoſtles and elders, 
e with the whole church, to ſend choſen men of their 


« own company to Antioch with Barnabas and Saul, 


&. It is not very likely, my lords, that Paul would 
give a power to Timothy and Titus to perform Epil- 
copal functions, which the whole college of apoſtles 
and Elders would not take upon them when aſſembled 


together. As for the power of ordination, which 
your reverences claim a ſole right to, it is far from 


being plain that you have any more Tight than the 
pooreſt curate in the kingdom; for it is manifeſt 
that tlie apoſtles never claimed it as you do. They 
ordained elders in every church ; but then the _ 
was preſent to give their ſanction to the deed : 
might as well have been ſaid, that they ordained el- 
ders to every church, if they had conceived they had 

a right to do it. Your lordſhips cannot be offended 


when J refuſe you your pretended excluſive privilege 
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of ordination, when 1 deny that ever the apoſtles had 
any ſuch authority. You are not certaivly greater 
than the apoſtles of Jeſus Chriſt. The apoſtles and 
the church jointly might ordain elders, or the apoſ- 
tles and elders with the churches where they reſided, 
might likewiſe do it; but it does not appear from the 
whole New Teſtament, that either a ſingle apoſtle, or 
all of them together; ordained any elders without the 
aſſiſtance and conſent of the churches where they 
were ordained. The doectors, perhaps, were not 
thinking of this negative upon the idol of their E- 
piſcopal power. The apoſtle Paul, though he was 
called of God to preach the goſpel to the Gentiles, 


yet received his ordination in the church of Antioch, 1 


without having the aſſiſtance of any of the apoſtles. "RR 
| Even common teachers were allowed to join in this 0 
ceremony; which ſhews that it was ro exclulive pri- 1 
vilege lodged in the hands of biſhops or apoſtles. . 
Some of your lordſhips? chaplains, I know, can ſay a = 
great deal about it, and about it, on this paſſage ; but | Th 
plain honeſt men will eafily perceive that the Holy Ak 
Ghoſt has always paid ſuch a regard to the churches, 7 bi 


that after they were once organized, he has never 
permitted any officers to procecd without their ap- 
probation, when tranſactions were performed within 


; their bounds. 
; i As I have before proved from the Old Teſtament, 
= that your hierarchy has no foundation there, ſo I ap- 
had prehend that I have ſhewed there is as little founda- 
ded tion for it in the New Teſtament. I ſhall therefore 
11 conclude this diſcourſe. 
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ve 
Du 
S E R M N III. 

Matth. xxiii. 4. —For they bind heavy burdens and gu. che 
ous to be borne, and lay them on men's ſhoulders ; but thi 
they themſelves bill not move them with one of their. 
fingers. | | | | 


TEE burdens which the church lays upon us are 
like the taxes laid on by the Government, —they are 
ſeldom removed; and what is worſe, there is no mei- 
| cy to be expected if we will not bear them patiently. 
| | Thoſe who deal in religious matters, and do not par- 
=: take of the influence of the goſpel, are generally more 
| deſtitute of compaſſion than rakes and profligates. I 
have ſeen a poor wretch make an impreſſion on a dil- 
ſolute fellow, who could not pick a farthing from a 
very wealthy gentleman in black. The reaſon why 
perſons of this laſt character are ſo back ward in fecl. 
ing for their fellow. creatures appears to me to be 
this; they accuſtom themſelves ſo frequently to ſpeak 
what they do not believe, and are employed in what 
they have no affection for, that they render their 
minds inſenfible to all things, where their intereſt is 
not concerned. 15 


1 Have, in the preceding diſcourſe, demonſtrated, 
that our high prieſts are true copies of the Jewish 
Phariſees, and that there is no foundation for the hie- 
rarchy, either under the ancient theoeracy, or under 
the goſpel. I ſhall next endeavour to ſhew, that e. 
— very 


very kind of carthly ſupremacy in the church is a 
burden grievous to be borne. | 


This will appear, a preore, by reaſoning from 
the cauſe to the effect. If we conſider the cauſe of 


this evil, it is the wicked one, who never meant well 


to the human race. Our Saviour affirmed this of the 
| Phariſces :—© Ye are of your father the devil, and 


« the works of your father ye will do.” By bring- 
ing over our ſirſt parents to notions of hierarchy, he 
fixed a burden upon them and their pokerity, which 
is yet to be felt. 


It was wicked ſpite 2 in the de- 


vil to envy our ſirſt parents the happineſs they enjoy - 


ed under the dominion of their Maker; his yoke 1 15 


never grievous; obedience to his laws is the higheſt 
liberty. Satan ſeems to bave perceived this, and 
made his attack in ſuch a manner, that if he ſuccee d- 
ed in his ſtratagem, he was ſure to enſlave the human 


race. He put an earthly hierarchy into their head, 
and perſuaded them, that if they would obey his in- 
junctions, they ſhould be as Gods, knowing good 


and evil. Our fooliſh firſt parents believed this “ fa- 
ther of lies,” and ſwallowed the bait which he of- 
icred them. It is a plealing idea to be at the head 
of affairs. Few are able to reſiſt a temptation, uhich, 


in all reſpects, flatters their pride,—and tobe as Gods 


too, was exceedingly pleaſing. By this deſire of ſu- 
| premacy, poor fooliſh man became a dupe to the arti- 


tice of an enemy, from whom no good could be ex- 


| pected, This new hierarchy has entailed a burden 
of guilt upon the world, and rendered mankind abſo- 
lute Caves. It is amazing hoy the ſame ſnare catch. 


E. 


— ——— 


— 


bs — — 
F ——_—— 
. " ark — 


* — — 4 ͥ — 
— 8 = — — — — 
_ = — 


50 


es all the children of Adam ; for almoſt all men "Rs 


to be firſt in directing matters, which concern both 0 
themſelves and others. The fame principle which WF p 
made our old father ſeck' to be as God, determines WW #7 
His offspring to ſeek to be monarchs and biſhops. I: AE. 
was elpecially a ſpiritual dominion which the decch— it 
er perſuaded man to affect; — to know good and evi! FF. 
belongs to the mind. — God is the ſupreme judge tt 
in this matter; and to ſeek to attain it in any other ä an 


way than the channel of his pleaſure, is no lets a crime 
than high treeſon againſt the Almighty. The devil 
is the author of this treaſon ; for “ he abode not in 
the truth „but firſt rebelled againſt Heaven bimſelß, 
and then ſeduced man into che ſame error. If auy 
1 credit can be given to Milton, who ſeems to | vc 
been perticularly acquainted with the hiſtory of jatar, 
it was the defire of dominion which inclined him to 
rebel. He deſired to be archbiſhop in heaven, ard 
all the religious hierarchies have proceeded upon l 
Principles. Milton ſays, that he envied the pre- cin 
nence of the Meſſiah, whom he found that Jctoval 
was to exalt above all principalities and powers; he 
therefore wanted to ſupplant him, or at leaſt to ina 
with him in dominion. My lords, you cannot ly! 
a better reaſon for dioceſan Epiſcopacy than this, 
which Milton has ſuggeſted. I am almoſt forry-t 
purſue this ſubject, for fear I Mail argue GOWN 
till I come to the biſhops. The top of the fabric 0 
hierarchy over men's ſouls was Lucifer; Hom him it 
deſcended to our firſt parents, from them to their f01 
Cain; Nimrod is ſaid to have aTumed it, and {ct up 
the worſhip of fire, and to have impolcd the article 


of 


— — — 


5 0 


i of his crowd on all who were under his juriſdiction on | 
80 | pain of Lurii'g, It came down to Nebuchadnez- 0 
15 zar, who fot ap an idol in the ptiins of Dura, and o- | | 
It N bliged all to worſhip it, on pain of dsath. The 1 
= | Jews ſeem to have learned this principle at Babylon, mM 
= and broughiteit home with them to their own land ; 
then it fell into the hands of tie big prieſts, ſcribes i 
and. Phar:ices.  Diotrephes cat edit in the days of f 
the tes: ; from him it was carried to Aſia and | 
Africa; it proceeded weltward, and ſettled for a long 1 
time at Rome. But it came to England, where it g 
yet remains in the office and temper of your lordſhips, 7 
who bind heavy burdens upon men's houlders. Griev- | Ut 
' 015 is the cauſe of all hicrarchics in matters of reli- Wl: 
gion, and hard to be borne, Who would not think bi 
it hard to be under the juriſdiction of the “ prince uh 
« of the power of the air, the ſpirit that rules in the 
« hearts of the children of diſobedience 2??? This is a - | 
grievous burden, my lords, that men muſt be obliged f 
15 


to ſubmit to a power which has done ſo much injury 
to mankind. Compare the cauſe and the effect, and 


l 
vou will find them as like one another as children can | ts 
pollibly be like their father. All hierarchies in the: bt 

115 church euſlave the conſciences of men, who are ſuc 45 
55 : | fools to ſubmit to them. Satan could not eftablith "Is 
-— his hierarchy among the human race till he made them 4 
ie A flaves, and corrupted their feelings for liberty: He f 
unh became firſt lord of their faith, and then became maſ- | Þ 

1 0% er of their paſſions. The devil was the ſirſt created = | 
et uy being that impoſed articles of belief upon men; he 1 
rtide perſuaded them that the Almighty' s articles of fait! IL | | | 

ohich he impoſed were not true, and foltted in his þ 
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52 
ewn falſehood in place of them; he did it by a font 


of comment, as your lordihips compoſe articles. God 


© knows,” ſays the devil, © ye ſhall not ſurely die 
„but ye ſhall be as Gods, knowing good and evil. 

This is ſomething like your thirty-nine articles; it 
may be underitood more ways than one; it has a 


double meaning, There is no doubt but God knew 


all things concerning life or death; but the devil did 
not explain his terms, but played the ſophiſt. In a 


word, he wanted his articles to paſs, and did not he 
litate to play a trick to have them received. If ones 


he could obtain credit to his doctrine, he knew his 


main point was gained; it would be eaſy to enſlave 
men if once he had poſſeſſion of the heart. It is 
4e with the heart men believe.” The meaning of al! 
human articles are the ſame ; the intention of them 


is to bring men over to the dominion of the impoſers, 


that they may be their maſters in things religious. 


Thoſe who gain their point in this particular perforn, 


but a deviliſh trick when they have done. It is on- 


ly doing what ſatan has done before them, forming a 


ſcheme to ſuppert an hierarchy. The devil's ſyſtein 
of articles was not all lies either; there was far too 
much truth in his doctrine. He ſaid that our fir! 
parents ſhould know good and evil if they taſted th. 


forbidden frait ;—and fo they did with a vengeance: 
they knew themſelves ruined by loſing the favour of 


their Maker. 


were all ſalſe that they deſerved to have been reject- 


ed, but becauſe they were ſubſtituted in the room of 


the word of God, in the fame manner that hithops 


impoſe human articles. Such a man as biſhop Burn- 


* 
1 is 
# 


It was not becauſe ſatan's articles 


53 
et, who had a gift of explaining articles, might ſind a 
ſenſe in which the words of ſatan might be taken, 


that any good churchman might ſubſcribe them. I 


can aſſure you, my lords, that there are a number of 
as lying: like things in the thirty-nine articles, which 
his grace has made a ſhift to make look tolerably de- 
cent. But all this is ſenſual and deviliſh, acting the 
part of ſatan, who perſuaded man that God's word 
was not ſufficient, but needed ſome ad Jitaments. 


There is not the ſmalleſt difference between the prac- 


tice of that old uſurper and that of your lordſhips, if | 
you conſider matters impartially. It was for the fake 


of having dominion over men's conſciences that Lu- 


cifer impoſed his creed; and for the fame reaſon 
you impoſe your articles. Pe not offended at the 


compariſon. The author of hierarchy is of a high 


extract; he was ou a principality and power in 


heaven, though, for uſurping the place of God, he is 
now a fallen ſpirit, and © reſerved in chains oi dark- 


« neſs till the judgment of the great day.” There 
is the end of uſurping unjuſt dominion, my lords; 
ſuch as the cauſe is, ſo will the effect be. 


Bur if we ſhall argue a poſteriori, from the effe&s 
to the cauſe, the hierarchy will appear a burden griev- 
ous to be borne. As from the ſmalleſt pile of graſs 
we may reaſon up to the Deity ; ſo from the loweſt 
branch of an earthly hierarchy in religion, we are led 
to the devil. This is perhaps delicate enough for the 
ears of your lordihips ; but it is plain, and what is 
more, it is too true. Let us try if we can make this 


out. Have therefore a little patience, and vou ſhall 
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ſee how ſoon a perſon who comes into the hands of the 


church comes to his ne plus ultra. For example, he | 
begins with a pariſh clerk, prieſts, or churchwardens, 3 
and refuſes to pay for bread he never taſted, and win: E 1 


he never drank ; what is the conſequence ? He is next 

put into the hands of the apparitor, from thence into Z 
the proctors in the ſpiritual court; he is judged by 3 
the chancellor, without a jury of his peers, at laſt ex- ö 
communicated and delivered to the devil; fo that it is 


manifeſt that there is but one ſtep between your lorl- WW {4 
ſhips and ſatan. This is a ſhort way of landing in the 1 
hands of the tormentor. Whatever part of the hier- 1 
archy we begin at, our laſt ſtage is at the devil; unleſs WF 4 
we ſubmit in all things to our ghoſtly guides. —— This WM ij; 
is a burden grievous to be borne ; whether we move WW 9 
upwards or downwards, we are oppreſſed, and trouble: WF gr 
await us every where, while we are under the domi- no 
mon of high prieſts. It is a fearful thing to fall into an; 
their hands. Chamberlayne tells us, That if a man | rea 
_ © refuſes to anſwer, or otherwiſe to ſatisfy the court, me 
© he is excommunicated or excluded from the church, oth 

« yet from the communion of the Lord's ſupper ; is thr 

« diſabled to be pleiatifl in a ſuit at law,” &c. If a lord 
man does not ſatisfy the court, which your lordihip: Ke: 
know is not eaſily done, he is preſently deprived of a will 
right to live; and if he happens to die under the ſen- drop 
tence of the clerical court, he 13 denied a chriſtian bu- in t 


rial, and left in the hands of the devil. „ Lord have 


% mercy on us!” What a burden is this, and pricvou; 
to be borne? TI 
land in hell after this faſhion, provided your ſentence 


ſtand ratified. 


2 honeſteſt man in the world may 
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"BY 
I Have ſhewed, by reafoning from the cauſe to the 
elfect, and from the effect to the cauſe, that a tempo- 
tal hierarchy in ſpiritual things is a burden grievous to 


be borne. 


T 1 Shall now conclude with ſome improvement of the 
ſubject. ; 


Ir will appear manifeſt, from what has been ſaid, 
that your lordſhips ought to be ſervants in the church, 
and not lords over God's heritage : that you ought to 
lay aſide the articles, thoſe badges of popery, and all 
the fopperies of that antichriſtian hierarchy, which you 
{till retain. When you know that many of your cler- 
gy want to be eaſed of thoſe burdens, you ought to 


grant them rel ef. You are holding a power which is 
not founded in right, and which, at beſt, is tyranny, 
and difgraceful to human nature. 'There can be no 


real glory in fhackling the conſciences of your fellow 
men and brethren. It is the glory of the ſaints of the 


other world to caſt down their crowns before the 


throne of the Lamb. Throw away your mitres, my 


lords, and become plain miniſters ; your livings will 


be then better beſtowed upon you, and you yourſelves 
will be more uſeful. It is not long before they ſhall 
drop from your brows, and your honour ſhall be laid 


in the duſt. Lou now claim honours like gods, but 
| *ye ſhall die like men, and fall like one of the people.” 


Suffer the word of exhortation, and liſten to it. 
There is more truth in what has been ſaid than you 
are aware of. Allow your conſciences to fk, and 


liſten to their admonitions. The Kiug cf L's comes 


to 
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to reward every one according to their works. It will 
be a ſolemn day, my lords ;—you never ſaw the like 
of it at court, — Before his face the heavens and 
earth ſhall flee away; he ſhall fit on the throne of his 
glory, and before him ſhall be gathered all nations; 
kings and biſhops ſhall be there: your juffum et 
tenacem propoſiti virums which hath endured the civiun; 
Your obſtinacy in refu- 


ardorem prava jube 3 
ſing the juſt demands of your brethren will not ſup- 
port you when the heavens are on n fir e. I think I hear 


you fay, 


Si fractus illabatur orbis, 
Impavidos ferient ruinæ. 


IT will not do, my lords. You never ſaw any 
thing like this ſolemnity. The apoſtle John faye, 
„The books ſhall be opened.” 


ſpiritual cuurts, the books of conſcience, and the books 


of divine revelation. Not a ſecret ſhall be hidden.— 


Vou ſtare! but you ſhall find it true. What has 
long been hid ſhall be made manifeſt, clear as a ſun 
beam.——You have had your good things in tlus 
life —It would hardly be reaſonable to give any 
more. Remember the rich man, my lords. 
Ah! ke had his good things, as you have now. in this 
life, and little thought of another world ;—< but he 
« died, and ſo muſt you:“ after death there is a 

-This, your lordſhips will perhaps 


judgment. 


think too grave diſcourſe for men in h'gh liſe, —who 
are accuſtomed to courtly phraſeology. There is no- 


ching mean in this, my lords, —it is even worthy of a 
biſhop's 


The books of your 


bit 


No 


151 
hie 
ady 
at te 
fore 
the 
{ma 
crit 
the 
out 
low 
ably 
con 
but 
fleſh 
cot 
for a 
and 
lords 
hard 
the e 
tion, 
lords, 
witho 
poſe 1 
ſmall 
fore \ 


37 


biſhop's conſideration; and whether you think fo o: | 


not, you will find 1t true. 


Wr may ſee, from what has been ſaid, that there 
is not a clergyman m Great Britain can vindicate your 
hierarchy without perverting the ſcriptures, All your 
advocates ſhew evident marks of diſtreſs, when they 
attempt to plead your cauſe, — - Their arguments are 
forced and unratural, and carry uo evidence along with 
them; they may confuſe weak minds, but will have 


{mall influence upon men of underftanding. All their 


criticiſm on Greek words, aud their quotations from 
the fathers, ſhew how they are pinched to make 


out their arguments. They would do better to fol- 
low nature, and ſpeak plainly. Your cauſe is toler- 


ably well underſtood at this day ; few believe in their 


conſciences that the hierarchy is a divine inſtitution:.— 
but 1t has, my lords, what is more engaging to 
fleſn and blood to ſupport it,.“ large yearly in- 
comes,“ and acts of parliament. Theſe will ſerve 
tor a ſeaſon to ſupport you againſt all rational convictiou, 
and you will take all the reſt to a longer day. My 
lords, I do not envy you your good thiags ; but it 1s 
hard you ſhould glory in holding men under your laſh, 
et us have a toleration to ſerve God according to 
the dictates of our own conſciences, without moleſta— 
tion, and we ſhall aſk no more. — Lou might, my 


lords, ſuffer the bill for the relicf of diſſenters to paſs 


without oppoſition, for it can do you no good to op- 
poſe it hut whether you do or not, it will give them 


{mall concern, provided you let them alone.——Be- 
fore we part, my lerds, let us pray: May all 
church 
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church hierarchy ſoon be laid in the duſt, and all human 


may we have the word of God 


articles demoliſhed; 
for the ſole articles of our faith, and honeſt teacher; 
to put us in mind of our duty ; may our faith be free, 
and our love unfeigned ;—may we ſerve the one Lord, 

and obey him from the heart; may your lordſhips ob- 
tain repentance and remiſſion of fins, and may we all 
rejoice in one another's happineſs. Amen. 


SERMON Iv. 


q to teach j given to filthy lucre /e. 
vetous, KC. - | | | 


| My lords, theſe are qualifications rarely to be found 


It is an high character to be blame- 


among biſhops. 
leſs, and is ſeldom to be found upon the fſacerdotic 
bench. Your lordſhips will before we proceed, plcoic 
to conſider the ſcripture idea of a biſhop ; and I mui 
direct your attention to the opinion of one who knew 
well the meaning of the word biſhop. —-—Titus, by 
your church, is ſaid to have been ordained the fit 
biſhop of the Cretians; and Paul ſays to him, „“ 76: 
this cauſe have I left thee at Crete, that thou 
&« ſhouldeſt ſet in order the things that are wanting, 
and ordain elders in every church, as I had appoiut- 
© ed thee, If any man be blameleſs, —for a biſhop 
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-« muſt be blamcleſs as the ſteward of God.” The 


apoſtle Paul affirms, that a biſnop and an elder are the 
ſame office. There is not one word of a biſhoprick or 
a dioceſe here. At this time clerical juriſdiction, and 


I: 3: temporalities were unknown in the Chriftian 
church. But to proceed to conſider the ſentiments 


which are manifeſtly contained in the text, and its con- 
nection, it mult be obſerved, in the ſirſt place, that a 


bihop, who is blameleſs, mult have the characters re- 
commended by the apoſtle. He muſt be the huſ- 


«hand of one wife ;” which intimates that young. 


vain, light men are not fit to be elders or biſhops in a 


New Teftament church, and that they ouglit to be 


6 — : Cay 3 40 1 vg * N err : 3 . 27 / 
perſons who neither live ia polygamy, nor devote 


themſelves to celibacy, contrary to nature. It is not 


to be ſuppoſed, my lords, that men who hve as you, 


in luxury and voluptuouſneſs, can remain chaſte, with- 


out the uſe of that appointment which the Lord of 


the church has inſtituted to keep her members holy. 


Before a man is preferred to ſo many thouſands of 


yearly income, it is but reaſonable he ſhould do ſome 
ſervice to the ſtate, and maintain a family like other 


Chriſtians. The apoſtle recommends a wife to every 


biſhop; and it appears to be a taik that will greatly 
pinch- the critics to prove that any man has a right to 
the office of a biſhop while he remains unmarried. 
The words of the apoſtle are both explicit and expreſs. 
A biſhop mutt be the huſband of one wife. Tt is a fair 
inference from the text, that ſuch biſhops as are 


unmarried are not blameleſs. It is manifeſtly contrary | 
to the expreſs words of the apoſtle, to prefer men to 
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 ofiices in the church who behave expreſsly contrary t+ 
the expreſs letter of the ſcripture. 


THERE is one poſitive idea expreſſed in the context. 
and that js, that a biſhop muſt work. He muff rv 
remain idle in the church, nor devour livings without 
diſcharging the duties which belong to the enjoyment 
*hereof. The apoſtle knew of no ſinecures in his day; 


all thoſe biſhops whom he authoriſed were working 


biſhops, men who applied themſelves to the work of 
the miniſtry, and were obliged to be Wen in ſerv- 
ing the church | 


My ws: you cannot prove that any New Tells. 
ment biſhops hired curates or chaplains to perform. 
the drudgery work of the church, and remained idle 


themſelves. The writings of the apoſtles ſuggeſt not 


the leaſt hint concerning a ſubſtitute ; thoſe elders 
performed their work in propria perſona, and did rot 
like you ſerve the Lord by proxy. The idea of ſub- 
ſtitutes in religious exerciſes is merely a creature of 
civil Government, and belongs to the kingdoms of 

You cannot find it in all the New Tet- 
You therefore ought in conſcience to re- 


this world. 
tament. 
nounce it, ſeeing you have no authority for it in all 
the . 


Pax 3 Paul was a biſhop, but he ck 


hard and lived meanly ; his houſe was hired, and the 


churches ſupported him by their private bounties.— 
Aud, my lords, he ſometimes wrought with his hands, 
that he might not be burdenſome. Wherever the a- 
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poltles Went, they always preached the goſpel, ane 
inſtructed the churches as miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt.— 
1 wiſh I could fay as much for your lordſhips. You 
would think yourſelves diſgraced to preach to a poor 
country audience. —Dut to ſay the truth, you ſeldom 


preach at all, except before the court, or his majeſty, _ 


5 aud as ſeldom in that way as poſlible. You practice 
as if the apoſtle had ſaid, He that deſires the office 
of a biſhop deſires a good benefice ; for it appears to 
be the ſole object of your attention. Your zeal for 


724 


7 
4 


ſucceſs of religion a8 con. picuous, perhaps the public 


to this point, it may not be beſide the purpoſe to ſet- 
tle the ſubject of tythes before we proceed to conſi- 


f ſubject is a tender one, and ſome will think that it 
of ſhould be touched gently ; but, my lords, we muſt 
"el. just take it as it is, and diſculs it the beſt way we 
re- can. You hold your right to tythes either Jure di- 


1 all vino or Jure humano. If you hold them by the firſt 


tenor, this right muſt be ſomewliere to be found in 


ugh 
] the 


es.— apoſtles, and not of the Jewiſh prieſthood, and ought 


ands, tuerefore to behave like your predeceſſors. Let us 
he a- te what were their claims concerning tythss. They 
poli. 


F ſons * 


tythes demonſtrates this fact; were your zeal for the 


would think the expence better beſtowed; but ſeeing 
you do not work, the generality ot the nation think 
you ought to cat leſs.—And now, that we have come 


der the other characters of a Chrſſtian biſhop, and ſee 
how far you are to blame in this particular. This 


the New Teſtament ; for what is ſaid concerning them 
under the lac, refers to a ſyſtem which is long ago 
aboliſhed. You pretend to be the ſucceſſors of the 


happen to put in no claim at all, and for a good rea- 
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fon ; bccauſe the law concerning tythes was changed 


by the coming of the true High Prieſt. Hear what 


the apoſtle ſays upon this ſubject, Heb. vii. 12. For 


* the priefihood being changed, there is made of ne- 
« cellity a change alſo of the law: for he of whom 


« theſe things are ſpoken pertaineth to another tribe, 


* of which no man gave attendance at the altar,” 
Alas, my lords ! here are ty thes, altars, and pricl 
demoliſhed at once. The apoſtle even deſies you to 


prove your own exiſtence as prieſts under the goſpel. 


44-1 


This is a moſt mercileſs argument in favour of t ythes. 


The law concerning them is changed, and has no 


longer any force upon Chriſtians, 


Bur perhaps it may c laid, the apoſtles lixed ui- 
der a government which was not Chriſtian, where 


there Was no connection between the church and the 


Late, and could not put in their claim for tythes for 


want of an alliance with the civil powers. But how 
could they have put in ſuch a claim when the Jaw 
was changed? This would have been to claim what 
they had no right to; for the right depended upon 
Divine law, which is now changed by an àct of the 
Legiſlator who gave it at firſt. But had'tyties been 
of Divine right, it is not reaſonable to ſuppoſe ! but 
Divine Providence would have allowed the firſt be- 
hevers a ſhare thereof, as well as thoſe who now pre- 


tend to be their ſucceſſors, and have exhibited a pat- 


tern for future ages to practiſe by. For although 
the apoſtles wick not have it in their power to cla Þ 
tythes from the Roman powers, yet had tythes bern 


of Divine right, they would certainly have claimes 
them 
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them from Chriſtians, or at leaſt left ſome hints that 


they were to be paid in ſome future period. But 


they fay nothing concerning them, except that the 
u related to them was laid afide and changed. 
But ſceing they are not of Divine right, let us ſee 
how far they may be lawful Fure humano. I am for- 


; 2% . : . . s 
ry, My 1 88 that in the very beginning of this ar- 
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gu weht, you are obliged to ſet the laws Fo church 


/ 


aud che laws of the New Teſllan.cat in direct oppoſi- 


tion to one another; for if tytnes are contrary to di- 
vine laws, no human authority can make them law- 
ful, The spoſile fays, the law is changed by the com- 


ing of Chrift ; and you have invented a ſuccedaneum 
to ſupply its place. Is not this ſubſtituting a human 
invention in the church, in the place of an aboliſned 
ſtatute, contrary to the meaning of the Legiſlator. 


But ſuppoſe you hold your right to tythes by the 


laws of the land, laws that were ſormed ſeveral centu- 
ries ago, then it is evident that thoſe laws could ſe- 
cure nothing to you except what was tuken into the 
idea of tythes, The various improvements in agri- 
culture were not underſtood by the ancient laws con- 


cerning tythes. There are many things which you 
claim the tythe of, which were not then known, and 


could be no object of thoſe laws; therefore your 


claim is unjuſt, becauſe it is founded upon no Ja. 
There are many exotics which would never have 


grown in Britiſh ſoil, if the induftry of ingenious men 


had not brought them from foreign parts, and culti- 
vated them at a great expence. Thoſe wilds which 


gentlemen and farmers have cultivated, would never 


have brought any tythes to the church, had not the 
K 2 | : ſubſtance 


ſabſtance of thoſe induſtrious perſons been expende« 
to cultivate and manure them; and is it reafonah!: 
that men who have not expended one farthing i 18 the 
improvement, ſhould reop the fruits of other men's 
ſubſtance and induſtry ? It certainly could never be 
the meaning of a rational law to hinder the progreſs 
of improvement of lands by agriculture, which the 


laws concerning tythes muſt do, as they are at preſent 


applied; for what man will ever ſpend his ſubſtance 
in improving waſte grounds, when he knows that 5- 
there, of whom he is by no means advantaged, wil! 
come in for a ſhare of the profits, ard demand a divi- 
dend of all he 1th gained by much toil, ir duſtry, 
and expence? It is more than the clergy have any 
right to, from any advantage they are to the public, 
or ſerviee to the government; for it is manifeſt that 


the ſubjects are as wiſe and as loyal where they are 


taught by teachers which are ſupported by their own 
” bounty, as thoſe who are inſtructed by the tythe gen- 
try. My lords, it is ſhameful for men vo profeſs to 
direct others in the ways of truth and righteouſneſs, 
to give ſuch examples of oppreſſion and injuſtice. 
Your tythes were cſtabliſhed in times of popery, anc 
are mere fragments of popiſh tyranny and ſuperſtition. 
It is time to give them np, and accept of a modus 
which may be competen t to ſupport you like other 
Chriſtians. If you carry this point too far, the time 


3 0 
may come when a root and branch law may ſhake th. 
pillars of ycur hierarchy, and lay your mitres in the 


daft, When once the lay part of the nation ſeriouſs 
conkder this point, they will ſind means to liave them 


ſelves in{lr;Acd in religion at a leſs expence, and en- 
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joy the fruits of their polſeſſions without having them 
decimated by the clergy. | 
Wu I conſider the doctrine 01 tythes as claimed 
by the laws of the land, it ſuggeſts to me an expedi- 


ent to remove them. They are not eſſential to the 
Engliſh conſtitution, and may be removed without 


the ſmalleſt infringement of Magna Carta. There 


have been many laws made of late years, which have 


had more the appearance of encroachments upon the 


conſtitution of England than one for altering tythes. 


May not the legiſlature interpoſe, and give us new 
tythe laws, more advantageous for the welfare of the 


nation? Your lordſhips will ſay, Stop there; conſi- | 
der how you will carry ſuch a law through the houſe 


of Peers. True, my lords, it is a difficult point, and 


will require ſome time: the nation muſt be made ripe _ 
for it; but when that time comes, twenty-ſix votes 
will not prevent it. You have no remedy except one 


to prevent a bill for a new tythe law, and that is to 


encourage a general diſſipation of the age, and pro- 


mote ignorance; which, for the mo{t part you do. 


But in all tliis are you blameleſs ? do you anſwer the 


character of Chriſtian biſhops, and pay proper atten- 


tion to what the Spirit ſays to the churches ? You- 


pretend to be ſpiritual men, and alſume very ſplencid 
and high titles. Lords ſpiritual is a magnificent cha- 


448 | ; 


racter; it ſounds high, and is vaſtly flattering ;—bat 
when you are not poſſeſſed of the apoſtolical qualiſi- 
cations of a biſhop, all men of underſtanding muff de- 
foife you. Were it not that I know how hard it is 


to commend truth to the conſcieuces f men of your 
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Character, i would addreſs your conſcienccs, and com- 
mend the truth to you in the ſight of God: I would 


ſay that you are miſerable ſinners, who make void the 
word of God through your traditions ;—who impoſe 
your own inventions, inſtead of the appointments of 


_ Chriſt, and his apofiles ;—who love to be called of 


men Rabbi, and are pleaſed with greetings in the 
markets ;—who eat the fat, and devour the weak of 
the flock of Jeſus Chriſt; — who delight in the ho- 
nours of the kingdoms of this world, and deſpiſe the 


true glory of Chriſtian biſhops ;—who bind heavy 
burdens, and grievous to be borne, and lay them on 
men's ſhoulders, and will not touch them with one of 


your fingers. For all theſe things you ſhall receive 


the greater condemnation. | Condemnation, my lords, 
is a hard word, and what you are but ſeldom accul- 
tomed to hear; but your hearts, in your grave mo- 


ments, muſt condemn you ;—and God is greater than 
your hearts, and will alſo condemn you. I with you 


would conſider how empty are your honours! how 


dangerous your preſent ſituation ! Remember that a 
biſhop muſt be. blameleſs: ye are far from anſwering 
that pure character. Your very office as dioceſan bi. 


' ſhops, is unſcriptural, and impure; your titles, as 


lords ſpiritual, are finful ; they are heatheniſh ſig- 


ratures of honour, unworthy of Chriſtians; for our 
Saviour has declared, they thall not be among his diſ- 
ciples, Matth. XX. 26. It is a dreadful thought, 


an't pleaſe your reverences| for it plainly implies that 
you are none of his diſciples. No lordſhip or domi- 


nion can ever prevail among them, without giving our 
Saviour * lie, who hath ſaid exp: elaly, "18 ſhall 
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not be ſo among you.“ Lou ſee the alternative, 1! 
my lords; you mult either give up your honours, and, 
become Chriſtians, or rank with heathens, and remain 
unbelievers. All who believe the doctrines of the 
New Teſtament muſt conſider you as heathens, while 
you aſſume /ord/hip, fit in parliament, and receive ho- 

nours of men, and one another. You ſmile ! but the 


: ſubje& is grave :—there is a period to come will ſpoil | 
your mirth, and ſuggeſt grave ſentiments to your 

8 minds. The King of kings will come to bring all 

7 men to an account; and thoſe who ſhould have been 


ſtewards of God muſt then ſettle all their reckonin gs. 
It is an awful thought, and therefore I ſhall conclude 
this diſcourle. 


SERMON V. 4 


I TimoTay iii. 2, 3. A liſhop af be Ms fo | 
given 10 hoſpitality, apt to teach not N of 1 
filthy lucre not covetous: =_ 
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BLAMELESS ! It would be a happy thing for 

biſhops, as well as for the nation, if they only but 

half fulfilled this character. It was obſerved, that it - 

belongs to the office of a biſhop to work; thoſe who 

| bear this office are not to be idle, otherwiſe they are 

o blame. Let u us inquire. into the work and employ- 
5 ment 


68 
ment of a Chriſtian elder, or biſhop, and ſee, my 


as I mean to keep ſtrictly to the ſcriptures, I hope 
your lordſhips will give ferious attention. 


1. A biſhop muſt preach “the word; 2 Tim. iv. 
2. the word of revelation is to be the ſubſtance of 


ches what has been before taught by Moſes, the pro- 
phets, our Saviour, and his apoſtles ; they are not lef: 
to purſue their own devices, nor to teach men the 
dreams of their own imaginations ; but to keep ſtrict. 
ly to the word of truth. They muſt work in the 

_ ſcriptures, collect the various truths therein contain- 
| ed, and exhibit them to the view of all who hear them. 
The fimple truths in the ſeriptures need only to be 
2 fairly told, and repreſented i in their own native ſimpli-* 
city, to produce the effects they were intended for. 
| There is no occaſion for the trappings of human ca- 
| tory to recommend the truths of the goſpel, my lords, 
they need only to be told. The Greek word figii- 
fies to publiſh or proclaim, as a herald or crier does & 
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proclamation : you have nothing to do but to publi 
the glad tidings of heaven to ſinners, and leave the 
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| conſequence to the Almighty- The importance cf 
the preacher adds nothing to the word which is preach- 
ed. A right reverend father in God has no more au- 
thority in preaching than the meaneſt curate. The 
words that are ſpoken alone are fit to fulfil their own 
intention. All the fine periods of a Tillotſon, joined 
with the ſwaggering theatrical buffoonery of White. 


eld, will ever be inſufficient to reform the heart o of a 
; Ka 


lords, how far you are blameleſs, or guilty.—— And 


their preaching. Biſhops muſt publiſh to the chur- 
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69 
hnuer, or to convert any wicked perſen ſrom the evil 
of his way. 


PrREACHING is a work which requires much labour 
and ' induſtry ; the biſhop muſt bring out of the trea- 
ſure of revelation things new and old —muſt declare 
the ancient ways of God to man, in ſhewing mercy to 


the worthle!s in all ages. And the new diſplays of 


his grace and favour in continuing his loving-kindneſs 
to thoſe that know him. This work does not conſiſt 


in preparing a ſtiff formal diſcourſe, forged in a cloſet, 


and picked out of a number of muſty 0 on pur- 
poſe to be preſented at St. James's, as a propine for 
the court. This, my lords, is dry work, and excged- 


ingly unprofitable for men. The New "Teſtament o- 


verſeers do not ſerve the Lord with that which cofts 
them nothing; they fearch the ſcriptures, and from 
the abundance of that treaſure enrich the minds of o- 


thers : *“ Out of Moſes and all the prophets, in all the 
« ſcriptures, they ſhew the things which concern Jeſus 
© Chriſt.” This requires reading of the true ſort for 
a biſhop, and will ſerve the wiſeſt man that ever lived, 
to ponder his whole lifetime. The moſt perfect and 
rational knowledge is to be fonnd in the word of God; 
for it teaches us what God is to us, and what are our 
duties to him, which to know 1s of infinite 1 importance 
to all men. | 


TyHz worl of God exhibits a grand and glorious rea- 


eon of hope tor guilty men; it declares that God is 
reconciled to ſinners on account of the work of his 


| Jon; and that, on account thereof, God is juſt 
| when 
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when he juſtifies the ungodly. 
the ſole foundation of a ſinner's hope before the Al. 
mighty ;—and declares that all who are perſuaded of 
this truth will be careful to maintain good works. It 
ſhews us what we can do, and what we cannot do, 
It fully manifeſts that we all 
can do more than we are diſpoſed to do; and 
yet that our moſt perfect performances are not ut. 
ficient to acquit us in the fight of one who knows cur 
hearts. From the word of God we are informed, that 
thoſe who would enter into life muſt keep the com. 
mandments ; and yet it alſo ſhews, that there was ne- 
ver any, © except the man Chrift Jeſus,” who did ſo. 
From hence it is manifeſt, that it is impoſſible for any 
man, under the influence of fin and prejudice, to pleaſe 
God; and that in this grand point, our hopes of for- 
giveneſs muſt reſt upon the atonement of Jeſus Chriſt; 
and that, even ia this, revelation declares that the law 
is not diſhonoured, but magnified ; that it is not An- 
tinomianiſm to truſt to the obedience of Chriſt for our 
| acceptance with God; for if this were the caſe, al 
the apoſtles were Antinomians. But, my lords, i 
plain ſcripture will not offend yon, I will preſent to 
you a few paſſages to prove the above obſervations 
“% For all have ſinned, and come ſhert of the glory d 
God; being juſliſied freely by his grace, throug! 
the redemption that is in Chrilt Jeſus : hom Got 
e hath before ordained to be a propltiation througi 
faith in his blood to. declare his righteouſneſs fe 
the remiſſion of fins that are paſt, through the for 
&« bearance of God; to declare at this time his rig 
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they be preſent where their work is. 
is, © Be inſtant in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon.” 
| Greek word ſigniſies to be near at hand ; which ſup- 
| poles that a Chriſtian biſhop ſhould remain upon the 
| ipot where his work is; for how can a man watch o- 
Ver a church where ne is not preſent among the mem- 
bers? Non-refidence was not known amongſt the "I 
po ſtolic biſhops, except when they were called by 
the apoſtles to aſſiſt them in ſome important work. — 
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them that believe in Jeſus. Where is boaſting tben? 


« It is excluded. By what law? or SEE Nay ; 

« but by the law of faith. T herefore we conclude 
« that a man is juſtified by faith without the deeds of 
« the law.“ Rom. iii. 23, 24, 25, 26; 27, 28. 

« For if righteopſneſ 8 come by the law, then is 
« Chriſt dead in vain.” Gal. ii. 21. © But that no 

60 man is juſtified by the works of the law in the ſight | 
«of God, it is evident: for, The juſt ſhall Ive by 
« faith. And the law is not of faith : but, the man 
« that docth them {hall live in them. Chriſt hath 
« redeemed us from the curie of the law, being made 
Gal. iii. 11, &c. If you do not teach 
theſe doctrines which are ſo clearly ſet down by tbe 
apoſtles, you are not “ blameleſs, and ought not 


a to be os.” 


2. 1 muſt watch; they muſt watch every | 


epportunity of edifying thoſe whom they are appoint- 
ed to overſee. 


For this reaſon it is required that 
The command 


The 


A Chriſtian biſhop is like one upon his guard, Who : 
| muſt keep his poſt, and not deſert it; and his charge 
[is like that of a ſhepherd over a 2 flock, Which requires 


his 
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his preſenee and attendance. All the New Teſtament 

elders had the cure of ſouls ; and we read not of one 

finecure in the whole of the apoſtolic writings. 1f 
there is any ſuch thing as reſponſibleneſs in the office 

of a biſhop, how can thoſe expect to render a fair ac- 
count to God of thoſe ſouls which they commit to 
the care of other men, with whom they are very lit- 
tle acquainted. But, my lords, you perhaps imagine, 
that rule and government is all that pertain to your 
office ; and that when you appoint ſufficient perſons 
to take care of the churches, you are no further 
accountable. But this is altogether problematical ; 
for a biſhop cannot be blameleſs, unleſs he teach thoſe 
15 over whom he N overſeer. 


Tus PEO 0 to the biſhop himſelf ; *s muſt 
watch over hitnſelf ; take care that his pride, or his 
other paſſions, do not miſlead him, or make him do 
either more or leſs than Divine authority requires— 
Men who are advanced to authority, if they are not 
bumble, will be ready to ftretch themſelves beyond 


their commiſſion, and ſeek to tyrannize over the 


members of the church: and the higher that their 


ideas of power are, the greater will their tyranny be. 
It is neceſſary, on this account, that biſhops be watch- 


ful over themſelves, left being puffed up with prices | 


they fall into the —_—_— of the devil. 


1 Obſerved that hilkons ought to watch, leſt they 
do more or leſs than is required of them by the word 
of God. To pretend to do what 1s not * required 1 in 
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Revelation, is equally abſurd with coming ſhort, and 
equally finful. Thoſe works of ſupererogation, which 
the biſhops of all eſtabliſhed churches have ſubſtituted 


in the place of divine ordinances, are none of the ſmall- 
eſt of their provocations : and thoſe clergymen who af- 


ſume the office of biſhops ought carefully to watch, 


leſt they vend their own e for divine inflitu-. 


Hons. 


Bur watching, in Scripture, is ſet in oppoſition to 
idleneſs; it implies a propenſity of mind to one's duty, 


and ſuppoſes an actual fulfilment of the office which a 
perſon engages in. To be watchful ſuppoſes that a 
Chriſtian biſhop attends to all the parts of his office, 
as it reſpects the glory of God, and the happineſs of 


the ſouls of men. Inſtead of watching the levee of 
princes, and cringing at court for worldly preferment, 


a New Teſtament biſhop watches every opportunity to 
inftru& mankind in the truths of the Chriſtian reli- 
gion, and the duties of morality. Inflead of imitat- 


ing the great men of this world in pride and a mbition, - 


a Chriſtian biſhop will ttudy to imitate Jeſus Chriſt in 


humility, meekneſs, and love; and will, with patience, 


watch every occaſion to condeſcend to men of low de- _ 


gree. My lords, poor people have ſeldom acceſs to 
your preſence ; and you ſtudy on all occaſions to avoid 
having any intercourſe with the vulgar. You no ſoon- 


er remove your hands from their heads, upon tie day 
of confirmation, than you give them up, and, with a 


watchfulneſs becoming your dignity, avoid having any 


thing to do with them ever after; unleſs by ſome mis- 


(> | | tor tune 


tay” 1 2 * 2 
S ae 
— mapa _—_ 


— ITE EIT. << 
— — —⅛ð⅛: 


As 


— —— 


74 


fortune they chance to come into the ſpiritual court, 


and then you watch over them with a vengeance. 


z. A Biſhop muſt feed the flock of God over whom 


| he is made a biſhop. This is an apoſtolic injunction, 
Acts xx. 28. and ought, my lords, to be ſeriouſly 


conſidered. The ſouls of men need nouriſhment as 


well as their bodies, and the goſpel which you ought 


to preach has made ample proviſion for the ſpirits as 
well as for the mortal part of the members of the 
church. Divine truth is the food of the mind, which 
ought to be made known to men, on purpoſe to be 
food for their fouls. When our minds are entertained 
with the true and certain hopes of a blefied immortal. 
ty, upon principles conſiſtent with the revealed charac- 
ter of the Almighty, and rejoice in the hope of that 


| glory which is promiſed to be revealed in the ſons of 


God, they may be ſaid to be nouriſhed. And the e- 


vidence of mental nouriſhment is improvement in pure 


 Zentiments, which diſcover themſelves by obedience to 
God's law, and love to all mankind. A biſhop mult 
feed his flock, or nouriſh the minds of his hearers with 
heavenly truth :——preach the word of ſalvation as it 1s 
revealed in the word of God, and lay aſide all conjcc- 
tures concerning eternal life, which are not taught in 


the ſacred oracles. The old ftory concerning doing 


and living by “ the works of the law,” the goſpel has 
altogether ſet aſide z and God of his merey has given 
us a better hope, eſtabliſhed upon the death of his own 
80on. This, my lords, is the true baſis of moral 
to Chr ling men, who are conſtrained by the love of 
mus Chriſt ; and they ſhew that their ſouls are * 
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iſhed by the truths of the goſpel, by their ſincere at- 


tachment to every moral duty. It will perhaps ſurpriſe 
your lordſhips to hear it affirmed, that all ſuch as have 


the good hope of forgiveneſs through the atonement 
of Jeſus Chriſt, are the moſt remarkable for ſtrictneſs 


of converſation and purity of life; for ſuppoſe they 


do not obey God on purpofe to be faved, they obey 
him from a more noble and more powerful principle. 
They do his will becauſe he is gracious, merciful, and 


full of compaſſion, becauſe he has ſent Jeſas Chriſt to 


redeem them by his obedience unto the death.— 
And if your Reverences pleafe, they obey him becauſe 


they love bim. That idea which rules in the tenor of 


your priuted ſermons concerning good works, over- 


turns at once the whole ſyſtem of Chriſtianity, You _ 


ſuppoſe an effect without a cauſe, which is a thing im- 


poſſible; and require ſinners to work for ſalvation, with- 
out conſidering that averſion they have againſt truth. 


J ſhall ſuppoſe a cafe, which is no way impoſſible, that 
his preſent majeſty ſhould promife to make Momus a 
biſhop, upon condition that he ſhould tranflate Sancho- 
niathon, or write a verſion of Homer a degree bitter 
than that of Mr. Pope, —when Momus could only 
read prayers, and did not underſtand a word either of 
the Phoenician or Greek languages. When, an't 
pleaſe your lordſhips, would Momus come to the en-— 

joyment of his biſhoprick ? 'This, you will perhaps ſay, 


would be an unreaſonable taſk, and at the firſt ſo 
irightful, that no perſon in ſuch a caſe would engage 


in it.- 


True, my lords; but the gentleman might 
have minded his books when he was at ſchool, and the 
thing would have been both poſſible and . 
a 2 


* 
1 a 0 on 


WOES MENS 


You 


PPP 


3 J 
— FEE TS er aw - 72 
- a " , 
- + — 


76 


You muſt perceive, my lords, that if Momus mult 
have a biſhoprick, he muſt receive it Heciali gra/in ; 
and not by works. There are ſeveral things in the 
law of God, which, if a ſinner muſt do on purpoſe to 
obtain forgiveneſs, or enjoy the Divine favour, are as 
difficult for perſons under that character to perform, 
as for an unlearned man to tranſlate Homer or Sancho- 
niathon, The very notion of requiring a thing that is 
impoſſible, tends to create in the minds of the perſon 
of whom it is required an averſion againſt the taſk, and 
a diſguſt at the perſon who requires it. When you 
therefore tell your hearers or readers that they muſt do 
ſomething to be juſtiſied, and their own hearts inform 
them, that it is a taſk beyond their power, mult not 
this very thought create an antipathy againſt that law 
which requires impoſſibilities, and form in the minds 
of ſinners a ſtronger averſion againſt the truth. 


Ix will be but poor nouriſhment for the ſouls of men 
to inform them, that they mult perform what thieir 
owa experience, and the ſcriptures, have told them it 
is not in their power to fulfil. The apoſtles fed the 
flock of God in another manner; they taught finners 
and the churches, that God vas juſt when be juſtified 
the ungodly ; and that it was not for works of righte- 
ouſneſs which ſinners performed, but according to his 
mercy he ſaved them: — And yet, after they had in- 
fructed men in thoſe doctrines, we do not find that 
they became more deficient in morals than others, but 
rather became examples of good works, and true im- 


tators of Jeſus Chriſt. My lords, there were, in thoſe 


days, a ſet of men who went about to eſtabliſh their 
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| own righteouſneſs; and what was the conſequence? 


they did not attain to that righteouſneſs which pleaſed 
God. Inſtead of ſubmitting to the goſpel account of 


righteouſneſs, they contrived a traditional ſcheme of 


their own, which excluded the true notion of Divine 
righteouſneſs ; the conſequence of all which was, they 
perverted the law of God, and ſubſtituted their own 
dogmas in the room of Divine appointments, Inſtead 
of feeding the flock with the truths of his own word, 

they impoſed their vain traditions upon thoſe who 
were under their juriſdictions, and curſed them ſound- 


ly when they would not receive them. The idea of 


feeding the flock of God ſuggeſts another ſentiment 
to your lordſhips; and it is that of feeding the hungry, 
and clothing the naked. Your large benefices afford 


you an opportunity of feeding « great number of hun- 
gry Chriſtians. Twelve or fifteen thouſand pounds 


will go a great way. By the aſſiſtance of the deans 
and prebendaries, your lordſhips might afford near 
100,000 pounds per annum for the relief of the 


poor, and yet leave yourſelves ſufficient to ſupport 


a Chriſtian life. It would have a great effe& upon the 
poor, and make them receive your advices with more 
readineſs. But te give your lordſhips a little reit 


before we proceed to conſider tlie other qualifications of 


Chriſtian N I ſhall conclude this diſcourſe, and 
y, Amen. 


SERMON VI. 


1 Tinoruv in. 2, 3z. A biſhop muſt be Mameleſs ;— 
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ly er my lords, is a ſcriptural quali- 
fication of a biſhop ; and without being given or in- 
_ clined to the practice thereof, no perion has a right to 
that office. Piloxenos ſigniſics a lover of ſtrangers, or 


perſons who can beofno advantage by either the irintereſt 
or favour to a biſhop.—Its primitive ſignification was 


expreſſed by the practice of the firſt Chriſtians, and their 
biſhops. When ſtrangers came recommended by other 


Chriſtian churches to the elders, and members of any 
diſtant church, they were received by the overſcers, 


and members thereof, with as much love and affection 


as if they were refidenters among them: they were 
kept free of all expences while they ſtayed, and ſet 
forward in their travels by the paſtors and members of 
the churches wherever they came. This duty is 
more eſpecially recommended to biſhops, becauſe they 


onght to be examples to others to ſtir them up to hu- 


manity and brotherly kindneſs. In ſuch a wealthy 
church as that in which your lordſhips have the honour 
to be biſhops, there is much in your power, and much 
to be expected at your hands. If you are Chriſtians, 
boſpf will be your i you w il be given to it, 


ang 


and x 


ariſes 


pectal 
hoſpii 
to be 
and v 
himſe 
& t ha 
Your 
hoſpit 


terta1! 


modei 


hoſpit 
lords, 
to en 


Poor, 


ſubſta 
large 

fon, 1 
and r 


your | 


no Yea 
have 
— 
© the 
give 
our 8 


nd 


and practiſe it conſtantly. It is a noble feeling which 
ariſes from the reflection of doing good to others, eſ- 
pecially the diſtreſſed. The chief objects of Chriſtian 
hoſpitality are the poor; to thoſe your lordſhips ought 
to be kind for the ſake of him who came to ſave them, 
and who, during his reſidence here on earth, was poor | 
himſelf, and ſhewed a peculiar regard to the poor, 
that we through his poverty might be made rich.”? 
Your lordſhips muſt undoubtedly know that it is not 


hoſpitality to entertain the rich, and thoſe elegant en- 


tertainments which are to be met with at the tables of 


modern biſhops deſerve rather the name of luxury than 


hoſpitality. It is not hoſpitality to entertain dukes, 
lords, and gentlemen; for thoſe are abundantly able 
to entertain themſelves. The precept extends to the 


poor, who in equity have a claim upon all perſons of 


ſubſtance for ſupply, eſpecially upon you who have 


large benefices, and ought, according to your profeſ- 
ſion, to live moderately. The expence of your tables 


and retinue is altogether ſuperfluous ; it may waſte 


your ſubſtance, and ſhorten your lives, but can do you 


no real ſervice. How much more pleaſure would you 
have in feeding the hungry, and clothing the naked? 
And mind, my lords, that he © who giveth to 

„e the poor, lendeth to the Lord; and that which he 


« giveth, he will repay him again.” If the words of 


our Saviour can have any weight with the ſucceſſors 
of the apoſtles, I ſhall ſet before you the true method 
of hoſpitality, as recommended by himſelf. < When 
thou makeft a dinner or a ſupper, call not thy 
friends, nor thy brethren, nor thy kinſmen, nor thy 
© rich neighbours z ; leſt they alſo bid thee again, and 

© A xe- 


— —— . = 
- 


SO eee . ee ee EEE ro 
2— — 2 2 — 2 — —— n > IT * ot 


true witneſs will never deceive. 


80 


A recompence be made thee. But when thou mak. 


'« eſt a feaſt, call the poor, the maimed, the blind: 


tc and thou ſhalt be bleſſed; for they cannot recom- 
« pence thee : for thou ſhalt be recompenced at the 
« reſurrection of the juſt.” Luke xiv. 12, 13, 14. 


L There, my lords, is a very ſimple and plain method of 
| hoſpitality, which is worthy of your ſerious confidera- 


tion; it is reafonable and judicious, and the authority 
injoining it is of the higheft nature. You dare not 
preſume to ſay, that our Lord's authority is not ſuf- 
ficient to authenticate, this practice of hoſpitality. 

Why then 1s it not obſerved by ſuch as call themſelves 


his diſciples ? The alternative is plain; you muſt ei- 


ther give up all claim to the character of Chriſtian bi- 


| ſhops, or practiſe this divine ſcheme of hoſpitality. 


But the reſurrection of the juſt, you will ſay, is long 
credit; but it is ſure : the word of the faithful and 
It is all you have for 
the foundation of your hope of ſalvation; and if you 


reſt the expectation of your future happineſs upon the 
word of our Lord, why may you not truſt him with 
the recompence of your hoſpitality? If he ſhall pay 


you in Spiritual happineſs, for the good you do to his 
poor children, you will be well recompenſed. 


Ir is amazing my lords, that our Saviour has not 


required the ſmalleſt degree of your temporalities, 
without promiſing you better things at the reſurrection 
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of the juſt. The very changing of thoſe vile bodies of ble one, 


yours, which you are ſo anxious to pamper in this lite, 
will be of far more value than all your benefices, though 


IIS ſhould part with them all j———and to have them 
- Hiſhioned 


s a glo 


Phraſeology, I ſhall call it great luxury. — 


faſhioned like to Chriſt's glorious body, is an amazing 

privilege. Ah, my lords, we feldom hear of any of 

your rank engaged in this noble Chriſtian practice. 
There are many accounts of grand entertaiuments at 
your ſeveral palaces, when many noblemen and digni- 
fied clergymen are preſent, who devour as much in 
one day as would ſupply the wants of many poor 
hungry Chriſtians for a month. This, by ſome of 
your friends, is accounted hoſpitality ; but it deſerves 
— You ſhould call it rioting and 

drunkenneſs, chambering and wantonneſs But 
left I ſhould offend you or your friends with ſcripture 
nd ia 
ry, the bane of the age, and of which you, my lords, 


another name. 


| are the moſt notable examples. The poor, the halt, 


and the maimed, are cloiſtered up in poor houſes and 


| hoſpitals, as if they belonged to another claſs of be- 
| ings, and treated with all the auſterity and diſreſpect 
| that ignorant overſeers and haughty churchwardens 
| pleaſe to exerciſe over them :—And, firs, they ſel- 
dom or never have the pleaſure of your viſitation, 
| There is a maxim concerning true and undefiled reli- 
gion, given by an apoſtle, which all biſhops ought to 
remember. Pure and undefiled religion is to viſit 
| © the widow and the fatherlcſs in their affliction;“ 
and it is added,. and to keep yourſelves unſpotted 
from the Wendt Vour lordſhips ſeldom obſerve 
this maxim. 


It is a pity, my lords, for it is a no- 


: ble one, and worthy of every Chriſtian's attention. It 
is a glorious hoſpitality to relieve diſtreſs, and make 
glad the hearts of the poor; it is God-like, and wor- 
: far of Chriſtian  Jiſhops--— 


5 Be ye merciful, as 
5 * your 
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« your Father in heaven is mereiful. Could you de- 
ſire a more excellent pattern? You certainly ſay, No; 
but why do ye not imitate it? Your religious charac. 


ter obliges you to the practice thereof, and your large 


benefices put it in your power to do it; you are there— 


fore inexcuſable if you neglect it. But what 


can be expected from ſuch poor ſinners as you are, 
who wilfully pervert the laws of Jeſus Chriſt, and ac 


after the houours of this world, and the pleaſurcs of 


ſenſe? When your Lord cometh, my lords, all theſe 
honours will avail you nothing. You muſt give an ac- 


count of your hoſpitality. You muſt appear not as 
lords ſpirituel before his throne, but as thoſe who mull 
give an account. 


ALLow me to ſuppoſe for once, that the hiſtory of 
your hoſpitality ſhould be enquired into, what would 
you anſwer? Will it be ſufficient to ſay, that his 
grace of Canterbury always kept a good houſe at 


Lambeth and Croydon ;—that his grace of York en- 


tertained clegantly at Biſho; Thorp ;—that Carnham 
caſtle was always open for dukes and lords z—that bi. 


| ſhop Aukland was a ready receptacle for deans and 
prebendaries; - and Durham palace open to receive the 


judges of aſſize : Vou ſtare at the ſuppoſition ! but 
you will look more aghaſt, when you hear from the 
mouth of the Lord, . I was an hungry, and ye gave 


ame no meat; I was thirſty, and ye gave me nd 
* drink; I was naked, and ye clothed me not; I was 


& fick, and in priſon, and ye did not viſit me.“ Chril 
tian hoſpitality, or doing good to the poor, is, in 
t:uth, my lords, the only true teſtimony that you, d 
Eds . any 
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any who profeſs Chriſtianity can give, chat you love 
Jeſus Chriſt. Your learned men may diſpute concern- 
ing your different theories of religious ſentiments ; but 
if you are deficient in this particular, you are no more 
than a “ ſounding braſs, or a tinkling ſymbal;“ the 
reſt of your religion is no more than a blank in the 
ſight of the Almighty.——When you neglect hoſpi- 
tality, you are neither New Teſtament biſhops, nor 
true Chriſtians. If you think this concluſion ſevere 
or unjuſt, I appeal to the New Teſtament, for the 
plain meaning of your Saviour's words, and thoſe of 
his apoſtles And if you ſay, Who is to be judge 
of the meaning of thoſe ſacred dictates ? My lords, I 
could even appeal to your own judgment; but to deal 
fairly, I will appeal to any biſhop in England, pro- 
vided he has death and the other world in his eye. 
Let me ſee a lord ſpiritual upon his death-bed, and I 
will ſtand by his view of the meaning of ſcripture ; but 
it is ſo plain, that he who runs may read it: A bi- 
| * ſhop muſt be given to hoſpitality.” 5 


2. A biſhop mult be apt to teach.” According 
to the apoſtolick ſentiments, the office of a biſhop and 
a teacher is all one. The Greek word ſignifies one qua- 
lified to inſtruct, or to receive inſtruction to inſtruct 
the ignorant, or to receive advice or inſtruction from 
the members of the church. No man is qualified to 
be a biſhop, who is not ready to receive advice; for 
if he is not apt to receive inſtruction, he is not fit to 
teach others. My lords, it is ordinarily a maxim 
with dioceſans, ſuch as you, to conclude, as ſoon as 
you are inſtalled in your office, that the members ot 
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which the apoſtles were chiefly endued with, coul. 
ech in a readineſs to ſhew, in a plain Ratner. the con. 
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church are implicitly to ſubmit to your determinations. 


ſiſte 


but this is to ſuppoſe that all the reſt of the members ot 
the church are incapable to judge for themſelves, and that and 
you are lords over their conſciences. Such an idea king 
declares plainly, that you are not fit to teach; for New taug 
Teſtament teachers are not like er 8, who whic 
teach children in things which they do not know at fore 
all, but are remembrancers, who put them in mind of wo! 
what they have already an opportunity to know. "No ſome 
man 1s truly qualified for the office of a biſhop, who goſpe 
wants to impoſe his own dictates upon others, with- whicl 
out firſt offering evidence and proof for his doctrine; And 
Sand even when he has done this, he has no right ſuew 
to ſay that others are obliged to receive it. He 1s his ap 
apt to teach, who is endued with the gift of compar- in the 
ing ſpiritual things with ſpiritual, in ſuch a manner did ine 
as to repreſent to the minds of others, the plain and ers mo 
true ſpirit of Divine revclation. able to 
8 3 what x 
Ta E 1 who mall ke allowed to be poſſeſſed tion of 
of this qualification, did not pretend to teach dog: Biſhop 
matically by impoſing their own opinions upon the in the t 
churches; on all occaſions they appealed to the writ- of the: 
ings of Moſes and the Prophets, and the private judg- phetic | 
ment of every individual. The Chriſtians at Berca overſeer 
are accounted more noble than others, becauſe the) lifted to 
did not receive the apoſtolick doctrines implicitly, but apoſtles 
examined the ſcriptures, to ſee if thoſe doctrines Wich | the caſe 
the apoſtles taught were conſiſtent with what had been | of Biſho 
before written in the Scriptures. Aptneſs to teach lification 


| fon why 
f learned 
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ſiteney of the golpel diſpenſation with the promiſes 
and propheſies which went before concerning the 


kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt. The apoſtles of Chrift 


taught no new doctrine; all thoſe truths and practices 
which they declared to the churches, were long be— 


fore ſpoken of by ſome of thoſe extraordinary men. 


whom God had raiſed up to inform mankind, what in 
ſome future period ſhould be made more plain. The 


goſpel is only a new diſpenſation of ancient truths, 


which were but more darkly revealed to the church. 
And all the Biſhops in England may be challenged to 
ſhew any truth or doctrine taught by Jeſus Chriſt, or 
his apoſtles, of which there are not ſome hints given 


in the ancient ſcriptures —Qur Lord and his diſciples 
did indeed make the ſpirit of the Old Teſtament writ⸗ 


ers more plain, and ſhewed what none before was ever 


able to do, namely, that what happened to him, and 


what was now accomplſhed, was the ſpuit and inten- 


tion of the Old Teſtament, —The qualification of a 


Biſhop, mentioned in the text, conſiſted of an ability 


in the teacher, to ſhew the agreement of the writings 


of the apoſtles with the words of Jeſus and the pro- 
phetic declarations. 
overſeer iv a New Teſtament church, who is not qua- 
lited to ſhew the ſpirit and deſign of the prophets and 
apoſtles of Jeſus Chriſt. —— My Lords, it is too often 


the caſe for men Who aſſume the office a and character 


of Biſhops, to conſider the beneſice more than the qua- 
| lifications that belong to the office; aud this is the rea- 
| {on why the churches are filled with ignorant and un- 
carned men ; for, with all deference to your ordina- 
tions, there are many who mean to be Bishops, abun- 
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Does not every Clergyman who 


receives Prieſt's orders expect, ſome time or other to 


dantly ignorant. 


wear the mitre ? 


There is nothing to hinder any 
prieſt from being adyanced to lawn leaves, except the 
want of friends at court, 


| To be apt to teach requires great ſccill in the ſcrip- 
tures; and every Biſhop muſt underſtand the word of 


God, otherwiſe he muſt be confidered as a perſon who 
Joves the benefice, but not the duty which gs 00 to 
the office. 


3. K Biſhop muſt not be greedy of filthy . 
Thi! is a negative qualification of a New Teſtament 


everſcer in the church. The Greek word / ai/chrokerde ) 


ſignifies ſhameful gain, or emoluments obtained diſhon- I 


_ _ourably; ſuch as a © Biſhop enjoying a benefice by 
the intereſt of friends, without teaching thoſe who 
are under his charge. A Biſhop may truly be ſaid 
to be greedy of filthy lucre, when his main deſign is 
to obtain a living, without the leaft intention of doing 
his duty. But ſuch men, my Lords, ought not to 
be Biſhops, according to the apoſtolic maxim. I 
know that ſuch refle&ions as theſe will fit but light 
upon the minds of thoſe who are in the poſſeſſion ot 
ſo many thouſands a year:—Byt you cannot always 
| keep a hold of thoſe wages of unrighteouſneſs.—Your 
ſyſtems of ſenſations muſt ſoon be diſſolved, and truth 
and duty will appear to you in a different point of 
light, —lt is undoubtedly mean to ſtrive to ſeek after 
thoſe things gvith anxiety, which in a few years you 
muſt be aſhamed of, It argues a real forgetfulneſs of 
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che life to come, for men to be ſtrivi ng about temporal 
emoluments under the cover of religious offices, which 
they never intend to fulfil; for a Biſhop who enjoys 
ſome thouſands a year, to covet a Prebend in a Col- | 
legiate church, where he ſeldom does duty, argues a | 


prodigious greed of filthy lacre. Such gain is really 


ſhameful, and unworthy of any religious character. 


My Lords, it cannot be proved that the church is one 


degree the better of ſuch greedy teachers as ye are. 
The money which ye devour might do a great deal of 


ſervice provided it were applied to relieve the poor 


and the diſtreſſed: for men who have large patri- 
monies of their own, to thirft after gain ſo greedily, 
under a pretence of ſerving the church, favours rank 
of unbelief and covetouſneſs. It is impoſſible for any 


perſons who believe the Bible to go on as you do; it 
can be nothing but a ſpirit of infidelity which makes 
you thus pervert the ſcriptures, and flee in the face of 
« A Biſhop mult not be greedy of fil- 
© thy lucre,” is a poſitive maxim; and while it ſtands 
recorded in the New Teſtament, ought carefully 1 to 


revelation, 


be attenged to. 


4. A Biſhop mull not be covetous.”?- Phe 


ſeripture calls covetouſneſs idolatry; and it would be 
very unbecoming in a New Teſtament Biſhop to bow 
down to an idol. It is of ſmall conſequence whether 
a Biſhop be a worſhipper of mental or molten images; 
an idol in the affections, of whatever quality, is an 


abomniation in the fight of God. Covetouſneſs in the 
hight of God i is the {ame as idol-worlhfp. | Covetout- 
| 1 2 agen nets, 
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nels, according to the text, ſignifies a love of money. 
A. Biſhop ſhould not love money, nor ſet his affections 
upon the ſordid things of this world. If he has a 
heart diſpoſed towards riches; if money, or the plea- 


{ures of eaſe, employ his affections, he is unworthy of 


che officę of a Biſhop: for how can he teach others to 
deny the world, if he himſelf is a lover of the things 
thereof. The heathens conſidered the love of money, 
and an anxious purſuit after worldly things, as bot! 
wicked and mean, You know, my Lords, that 
Ovid calls it | | 


Amor ſeeleratus haben! ; 
which i is a ſentiment big with meaning. 


| Ir is a palpable ſign of covetouſneſs, for any per- 
ſon who enjoys a fortune of his own, ſufficient to 
make any Chriſtian man live comfortably, to thirſt 


after a church living, and undertake an office which 


he is not either qualified to fulfil, or never intends to 
diſcharge. lt is a proverb among the common peo- 
ple, that tlie clergy are always greedy; and, my I. ords, 
remember a prophet of the Lord added the epithet 
of dogs to a ſet of clergy not unlike yourſelves. To 


make you underſtand covctouſneſs a little better, I 
mall give the prophet's opinion at large.“ IIis 
„ watchmen are blind: they are all ignorant, they 
« are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark; ſleeping, ly- 
ing down, loving to ſlumber. Yea, they are greedy 
« dogs which can never have enough, and they are 
6 « ſhepherds that cannot underftand? they all look to 
« their own way, every one for his gain, from his 
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© and we will fill ourſelves with ſtrong drink; and 


« to-morrow ſhall be as this day, and much more 


« abundant *. 


Taoss clergymen thus charaQeriſed by the prophet 
were not mean men, nor inſignificant country Cuzates, 
as you may imagine. They were High Peſts, like 
you, and the very heads of the national eftabliſhment ; 


and the Lord, by the prophet, calls them dum dogs, 


becauſe they did not ſpeak lris word to the people, 
but lived at eaſe, and neglected their duty, which 
they were bound to perform for receiving ſuch large 
perquiſites. When they were living in the abſolute 
negle& of every duty belonging to their office, they 


could never have enough ; and every one of them was 


zealous in looking after his gain from his quarter, I 


will be forry to ſay, my Lords, that theſe Jewiſh 
prieſts were types of you; but there is certainl y fome 
reſemblance, in the matter of covetouſneſs, between 
you and them. They were fonder of encreafing the 
revenues of the church than fulfilling the offices that 


they were engaged to perform; they tythed every 
thing, but did nothing, except what they ought not to 
have done. Inſtead of watching they flept? and when 


they ſhould have faſted and prayed, they rioted in 


luxury, and drank wine and ſtrong drink. Cov etouſ- 


neſs is a naughty quality in any perſon, but it is alto- 
gether unſcemly for a Biſhop.- 
icribing the vice of covetouſneſs, I ſhould make ſome 


| ſevere ſtrictures upon your aher, L ſhall conclude 
| this diſcourſe, 


1 Iſaiah Ivi. to. 
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SERMON VI. 


 NumBERs Xviil. 24. Hut the T ythes of the children | 

lſrael, which they offer as an Heaven wing unto the 
Lord, I have given to the Leviies to inherit 5 there- 
fore I have ſaid unto them, Among the children of 
{ſracl they [hall have ub inheritance, 


AS the Levites were not allowed to buy Iands and 


hereditary poſſeſſions, they were thereby prevented 


from being covetous; and as the tythes were compe- 


tent for their maintenance, they ſought no more, nor 
aimed any higher. Were all the Prieſts in England 
forbidden, by an expreſs law, to purchaſe lands or 
eſtates upon pain of loſing their hvings, it would pre- 
vent, in a great meaſure, that ruling ſpirit of covet- 
ouſneſs which prevails amongſt them. The Pricits 

and Levites depended entirely upon Providence, and 
their livings increaſed or decreaſed according as 
the divine bounty favoured the nation. It was con- 
trary to the law of God, and the conſtitution of that 
nation, for any of the Jewiſh clergy to interfere in ſe- 
cular affairs. It would make a ſtrange cataftrophe if 
ſuch a law were made in England. My Lords, you 
would be obliged either to part with your patrimonics 
a3 landholders, or give up your claim to the patrimony 
of the church, which would be a ſevere trial to many 
_ Cignified clergymen, 5 
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Bur what I intended to conſider on this fabjec 5 13 


the doctrine of tythes, as practiſed in the church of 


England. In a former diſcourſe it was obſerved, that 


tythes are not held by a divine right, and it was hint- 


ed, that they are not conſiſtent with the ſpirit aud ge- 


nius of our free conſtitution. That they ave now con- 


firmed by Acts of Parliament of Henry VIII. and 


and Edward VI.; by William and Mary, and George J. 


is not denied; but it will be allowed that all the laws 
which have been made during the reigns of thoſe Prin- 


ces are not exactly confiltent with the original and 
fundamental laws of the kingdom. Some complai- | 


fant Parlaments have paſted bills, which | have been 
formed mto laws, that have done little honour to the 


legiſlature. Henry VIII. could demand of his Par- 


liament what he had a mind; and it was well known 
that what he ordered with reſpect to tythes, was what 


the Pope had done before him; and his new laws of 
decimation differed nothing from thoſe of Rome, ex- 
cept that he claimed to himſelf what formerly was 


given to the Pope. The favourable acts, which after : 
Princes have paſſed in behalf of the elergy, concerning 
the tythes, were paſted into laws, to oblige them to 


make them hold their peace, and to prevent them 
from interfering with matters of ſtate, which they 


were always ready to do when they were not taken 


notice of: but ſuch laws, inſtead of being conſtitu- 
tional deeds, were only prudential temporary acts, 


which the wiſdom of government may alter without 


affecting the conſtitution. They have no more rela- 


tion to the conſtitutional laws of England, than ſome 
deople may think the late dog act has. It is not ſup- 


poſed 
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poſed by any, that all the different Acts of Parlia. 
ment which the two houfes contiive when they meet, 
and perſuade the ſovereign to ſign, are always confilt- 
ent with the fundamental laws of thefe realms. Many 
of them are temporary expedients deſigned to anſwer 


the preſent purpoſes of government, and are often re- 


pealed, when they are not found to do good by their 
continuance, And why may not the laws concerning 


tythes be altered, when they are found to injure the 


various improvements in agriculture which are carry. 
ing on in the nation. As an evidence that the legiſ- 
lature did not conſider tythes as the ſole property of 
the church, there are near 3000 pariſhes whole tythes 
are impropriate, and in the poſſeſſion of laymen, who 
perform no church duties, nor pay any falary except 


_ what they pleaſe. Henry VIII. was allowed by his 


tractable parliament to give the tythes to whom he 
pleaſed; ſo he gave them to his favourites, whether 


clergy or laymen, according to his own will and plea- 


fure; and they are ſtanding nearly in the fame fitua- 
tion he left them. The fundamental laws of the 
Engliſh conſtitution would not be affected, ſuppoſing 
that all the tythes in the nation were given up for 
ſome other conſideration; and that, inſtead of receiv- 
ing them in kind, a certain modus might be received 
in lieu of them, which would anſwer all the purpoſes 
for which tythes in England were intended. 
indiſputable point, that tythes were once upon ano- 
ther footing than they are now; for they once belong- 
ed to the church, and were applied to religious pur- 
poſes: but when Henry VIII. differed with the Pope, 
his wejelty thought proper to take more than the 
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be her right? For it appears unreaſonable that the 


93 1 
third part of all the tythes of the nation into his own 1 

poſſeſſion, and retailed them out in gifts to his friends 4 
and favourites. Thus the foundation of Tythes, ö 
though ſecured by act of parliament, appears a little 

unconſtitutional. Vour Lordſhips know, that royal 

grants are not legal tenures. The royal mind may 

change, and then nullum tempus occurrit regi, is a 

known maxim, and may be applied to tythes as well 
as ſoccages. If the king cannot alienate, as ſome late 1 
court maxims ſeem to intimate, what was once the 6 
property of the crown may be recalled; and why may | 
not theſe tythes, which were given away by former 
Princes, be again reſumed by their ſucceſſors? This a 
is, perhaps, what the clergy would defire; for in ſuch 4 
a caſe they would be more likely to return all back LW! 
again to the church, when they come into the hands _ 
of him who is head thereef. But as there has been 


ſuch a tergiverſation in the diſpoſing of tythes, it 


would argue, that there were no fundamental laws 
with regard to their being received in kind. The rights 

of the church are ſecured by Magna Charta; but the 
queſtion is, whether tythes in kind, or tythes at all 


church ſhould have ſo much land of her own, and at 
the fame time have a claim for the tenth part of the 
produce of what belongs to every other perſon. _ 


Tuts provifion, which is made for the church by 
tythes in kind, cannot certainly be the intention of 
the conſtitution; for it cannot be ſuppoſed, that, for 
the ſake of ſupporting one body of men, a bar ſhould 
be put in the way of national improvements, which 

SEES - . tend 


94 

fend to the advantage of all ranks. No act of parlia- 
ment was ever intended, however ſome of them may 
de expreſſed, to put a ſtop to improvements in agri- 
culture, in which the real firength of the nation con- 
fiſts: nor can we ſuppoſe that our laws can refer to 
objects, which the legiſlature who formed them did 
not ſo much as conceive would ever exiſt. The induſ- 
try of the farmers has produced what none of the par- 
liaments which enacted laws concerning tythes ever 
imagined would exiſt in Great Britain: —and it is cer- 
tainly unreaſonable, that induſtrious men ſhould fink 
their money, and beſtow their labour, on others, who 
are at no eapence, to carry away the tenth part of 
their profits. But even the tythes are far from ſatisfy- 
ing the avaricious deſires of the clergy; for beſide 
tythes in Kind of every thing the earth produces, which 
is profitable, they exact a tax from both the living 


and the dead. Church fees muſt be paid both by 


thoſe who go to church, and thoſe who do not. For 
marriages, funerals, and Eaſter reckonings, the elergy 


receive near another tenth of all our ſubſtance. You 


are, my Lords, much obliged to popery for your 
large endowments. The whole form of your church 
emoluments, as well as a great part of your worſhip, 
are the manufacture of the Man of Sin. The Jewish 
clergy, from whom the Roman church and yours 
vould make us believe you take your pattern, had no 
ſuch privileges as you enjoy: they had no other inheri- 
tance except tythes, nor were they allowed to buy 
lands, or interfere in ſecular affairs; and every third 
year they were obliged to divide with the ſtranger, 
-and the fatherleſs, and the widow; but after you have 
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95 
divided all the tythes among yourſelves, you ſaddle 
the public with a poor rate into the bargain. Lou 
ought certainly to ſupply the poor with the tenth | 
part of the nation's ſubſtance. Inſtead of this, the 
very pooreſt ranks of people are obliged to contribute 
to the luxury of the clergy. Every poor day-labourer, 
with a ſmall family, muſt pay for his own head, and 
every one in his houſe, provided they be fixteen years 
of age, though they ſhould borrow the money, or 


their family ſtarve. This is hard, my Lords, very hard; - 


and you ought to conſider it. 


Bor ſuppoſe you have ſome patched- -up human 
laws for your tythes, and ſome other cuſtomary offer- 
ings, it is unfair to receive wages when you do not 
work. You ought certainly to do ſome good for your 
money. It is true, you fit in parliament; but the 
prieſts who firſt received tythes did not aſpire ſo hi gh; 
they did not meddle with civil affairs. The matters of 
the Lord and thoſe of the king were in thoſe days 
kept diſtin. But as the Jewiſh diſpenſation is finiſhed, 
it is amazing that you, who pretend to be Chriſtians, 
ſhould {till retain the Jewiſh ſyſtem. Why do you 
not purſue it throughout, and offer ſacrifices, as the 


prieſts of the law did ? You would have a right to the 


| fat, as they had, if you performed their ſervice ; but 


you can eat the fat, and do no ſervice at , which | is 


lighiy dagenſennble. 


Ir appears ſomething ſtrange, that a Proteſtant 
church ſhould claim the privilege of laws which were 


intended to eſtabliſh the church of Rome. Henry I. 


Edward 
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Edward III. and Henry VIII. ratified no laws in be. 
half of the church, but with a view to ſupport perfect 


Popery. It is not a little ſuſpicious in your charac— 


ters, my Lords, that you ſhould inſiſt on the execu- 


tion of laws for the payment of tythes, which no Pro- 


teſtant can execute, without firſt turning Papilt. 
There is not, at this day, a Proteſtant church under 
the protection of any government which holds tythes 
upon the tenure of Popiſh laws, as your church does, 
nor do the clergy intermeddle in ſtate affairs, or have 
any ſhare in the civil government of the nations where 


they reſide. In Denmark and Sweden the clergy af- 


ſemble in parliament, but do not meet as Lords Spiri. 
tual along with the Temporal Lords; their buſineſs is 
only to attend the affairs of the church, or to adviſe 
in things perfaining to religion ; but they do rot, in 
the character of Parons and Spiritual Lords, fit with 
the Nobles to determine in civil deciſions of the Leg 211. 
lat ure. 


Bur to e I this diſcourſe concer ning tythes, 


It is undoubtedly contrary to the welfare of thoſe 


lands for the clergy to be rich, or to be paid with 
- tythes in kind. They never can enjoy the love of 
the landed intereſt, while they inſiſt upon this mode of 
d eci mation. And it muſt have the appearance of 
greedineſs of flthy lucre for them to prefer tythes to 
the love of the people. It will be impoſſible for them 
to edify thoſe who conſider them as ſelfiſh intereſted 
men, who would not fave a fingle foul from Dm 
unleſs they were ſure of being extravagantly paid 
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PaUuDENCE ought to direct you, my Lords, to be 


moderate in this particular, otherwiſe I may venture 


to pronounce that your exiſtence will not be long. 


The laity are become wiſer than in paſt ages, and 
mankind are not ſo much prieſt-ridden as in former 


times. If the Commons and Lords in England ſhould 


conſider their own intereſt, it is eaſy for them to vote 
vou into non-exiſtence. 


You have only one thing 
at preſent to ſave you; a number of the nobles arc 
your friends; and ſecond brothers think a biſnoprick 
a very good auxiliary to a ſmall eſtate. But as reli- 
gion is not faſhionable, as in former tuncs, this may 


alſo be overcome. 


br will be your wiſdom to be diſcreet in the article 


of tythes, and not to 1nliit upon the rigour of the 
law, left by ſtretching your power too far, the legiſ- 


lature ſhould find reaſon to take it from you. There 
is a period approaching, when you mult rank with 
farmers, and other poor ſinners, whom you now de- 
ſpiſe. What a mortification will it be to the gentle- 
men in lawa flecyes to be reduced to the level of 
poor country farmers, and to be obliged to anſwer 


for the abuſe of the tenth part of the rational emolu- 
ments. Souls, an't pleaſe your reverences, may be 


edified for leſs money than the tenth part of the pro- 
duce of the lands of England. It would certataly be 


better to appoint certain competent ſums for the main- 


tenance of the clergy, and diſpoſe of all the chapter 


En and tythes, to help to N the national | 


debt. | | 
1 Acco pix 
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ACcornixG to the words of the text, if you ink 
upon having tythes, you ought in conſcience to give 
up all other inheritance in the nation, and make 
tythes ſerve you. The Levites had no inheritance 
among their brethren, but received tythes for al!; 
they were the mheritance of the Lord, and held their 
livings by a charter from him, which undoubted!y 
"was a better foundation than the charter of Ethe! 
wolphus. | 


To priefts in thoſe days poſſeſſed eftates of thou- 

fands and hundreds a- year; they were all obliged to 
depend upon the Almighty, who only could make 
ty hes turn to their advantage. But as Ethelwol- 
phus has ſaid nothing concerning clergymen having 
eltatcs, nor has Tngulphus recorded avy thing con- 
cerning this ſubject, It is ſuppoſed that his charter 
does not exclude biſhops from having as large tem- 
poral eſtates as they can procure. But this charter, 
as it proceeded from a fource no way reſpectable, had 
never the ſanction of the Parliament of England til 
the reign of Henry VIII. and from a very different 
intention from what the firſt charter Ons 


Bur what makes tythes more intollerdvle is, that 
they do not ſerve the church; for inſtead of tythes, 
in many places, the clergy have the whole eſtates, 
tythes and all, to ſupport a number of men Who ate 
of no real ſervice to the church, having no cure of 
ſouls, nor any other office, except once a month, to 
preach a ſermon to a few people, who are very indif- 


fercut abort hearing them. 
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To conelude, my Lords, I can aſſure you, that I do 
not envy you your temporal emoluments; for I think. 
that you buy them dear. enough, at the expence of 
truth and conſcience. I am ſure 1 am not ſingular in 
my opinion; thoufands of your own diſciples declare as 
much.—— When you conſider that there is no warrant 
in the. dee for ſuch a practice of decimation, 
you cannot help concluding in your own mind, that you 


eat the Werra of violence, unrighteouſneſs, and oppreſ- 


ſion.— But I ſhall now part with you for this ne, 
and conclude my diſcourſe. 


—— —— —— —«Æ3xjß; —  ———— 


SERMON VII. 


EccLesiasTEs, xii. 14. For God will bring every 
- evor# into Judgments with every ſecret thing, whether 


it be gaod or whether it be evil. 


Tu 18 is a very ſerious affair. There will, on this 


ſolemn occaſion, be none to laugh at another. Every 


perſon will have enough to do with his own affairs. 


When the ſearcher of hearts ſhall lay open all the 


ſprings of actions that have ever been fince the begin- 


ning of the world, there will be many works which 
have been determined good, that will appear in very 
different colours. I' his is an aſſize where all men will 
be tricd by an impartial Judge, who will determine of 
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actions according to their principles, and not accord- 
ing to the varniſh of appearances, by which they have 
been coloured by the art and craft of deligning and 


intereſted men. 


The wank of characters will, at this ſolemn period, 
be fully and fairly expoſed, and none will be able to 
conceal the motives of actions from this Almighty 
Judge. Every work ſhall be brought into judgment, 
—the molt hidden and moſt ſecret works of darkneſs. 


Good and bad deeds ſhall be made manifeſt; this fhall 


be the concluſion of the whole matter. Whilſt the 
great drama of this univerſe is acting, many things are 


concealed behind the ſcenes, which, when all the ſe- 
veral acts are finiſhed, ſhall be laid open to the view of 
all, and ſuch as have acted their part well, ſhall be 


approved, while others who have behaved unworthily, 
mall meet with a judgment according to their de- 
ſerving. 


Ir will be a fad far prize to thoſe have dextrouſly 
covered over fcenes of wickedneſs, and under colour of 
the faireſt pretenſions, concealed the worſt of deeds; 
to ſee all their works expoſed to thefe from whom 
they were at the greateſt pains to hide them. Were 
thoughts as eafily underſtood as the meaning of words, 
there are few perſons who: would not bluſb, to look 


one another in the face; and, could our hearts be ren - 
dered as viſible to each other as our faces, it would 


ſpoil a great degree of that confidence with which we 


appear in company. If the covetous man were per- 


1 uaded that his love of the mammon of unr ightcoufne!s 
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was as viſible to all others, as it is manifeſt to himfclt, 
inſtead of appearing in public, he would ſhut kimfelf 
up in his cloſet, and feafl his meditations upon his 
gilded idols, and never ſhow his face where any of his 
fellow creatures could perceive him. Did the lewd 


and debanched fons of uncleannefs believe that their 


friends and neighbours, by looking at their faces, 
could diſcern the ſecret ſprings of impurity which lurk 


in their hearts, they would ſhun the light like owls, 
and ſkulk till the evening like bats. Were thoſe 


who diſſemble with God wa men fully convinced, 
that all the ſecret traces of diſſimulation, with all the 
means which they uſe to conceal it, were as manife(t 


as their viſible parts, they would dread to be feen by 


their fellows, and tremble at the thoughts of com- 


pany. But though for a ſcaſon men may conceal! 


their crimes, and cover their malicious purpoſes wit 
the varniſh of a profeſſion, the period will at laſt ap- 
proach, when all things ſhall he made manifeſt, and 
God ſhall paſs a righteous judgment upon every 
man's works. The wiſe man recommends the fear 


and ſervice of God to the ſtudy of all men, with a 


view to the concluſion of the whole matter. Accord- 
ing to Solomon's ſentinents, every man ſhould perform 
tis worſhip and his duty with. an eye upon a day of 
account and reckoning. 


I N be neceſſary, in farther inquiring into this 


ſubject, to conſider the nature of this judgment, which 


all men's works muſt undergo, and then to make fone 
improvement of the ſubject. 
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r. Ir will be judgment according to perfect know. 
ledge. The Judge being infinitely wie, is able to 


judge of actions according to their real. character. 


As he knows men, and what is in them, fo no fprings 
of action can lie concealed from his omniſcience, 
The Supreme knows men's hearts as intimately as he 
does their faces; and motives are as viſible to him as 
ocular demonſtration. All things are naked and open 
to the eye of him with whom we have to do. Many 


things 1 in human actions lie beyond the reach of the 


moſt intelligent judge, and no human judicature can 
with certainty determine upon the thoughts of men's 


hearts, except fo far as their actions declare them: 
but God, whoſe underſtanding is infinite, can, will 
infallible certainty, determine the truth or falſchood 


of the motives of all his reaſonable creatures. As he 


is the conſtant witneſs of all men's deeds, and by his 
infinite intelligence perceives the ſecrets of their hearts 


on all occaſions, ſo he is perfectly qualified to deter- 
mine whether their works are good or evil. Many 


acts of human Judicature are determined by the rules 
of probability, when 1t 1s uncertain whether the deter- 


mination 1s altogether according to truth. Men are 


frequently obliged to compare circumſtances, and bal- 


ance evidence; and from hence paſs ſentence, when 
yet there is no infallible certainty that they are in the 
— But Jehovah has a direct evidence for al! 


his determinations; he judges from what he intimately 
knows, and determines from his own certain under- 
ſtanding. The works of men do not come before the 

Deity varniſted with colouring of art, or the diſguiſes 
of hypocriſy; ſophiſtry cannot deceive him; nor can 
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all the reaſoning of human wiſdom miſfead him in 
judgment. Perſons and actions appear before him 
exactly as they are, {tripped of every adventitious co- 
louring. It is impoſſible to oyer-reach the Almighty, 
whoſe intelligence is univertal and infinite; 


whole 


wiſdom underſtands all things without reaſoning upon 
them, and whoſe underſtanding can inveſtigate the 
properties of every individual ſubject at once, without 
any middle term to compare it by. So perfect is the 
Divine knowledge, that from the beginning all the 


works of Ichovah are known to him. When he jud- 
ges, his judgment is according to the moſt perfect 
knowledge of the nature and character of actions, with 
all the ſecret ſprings thereof, 


Tux feripture, in Huſain the omniſcience and 


| knowledge of the Almighty, declares it in the moſt 
beautiful, and in the ſtrongeſt manner. Can any 


hide himſelf in ſecret places that I ſhall not ſee him? 
«* ſaith the Lord. Do not I fill heaven and earth? 
% ſaith the Lord * % Vea, the darkneſs hideth 
* not from thee; but the night ſhineth as the day: 
the darkneſs and the light are both alike to thee .“ 
From all which it may be juftly inferred, that this 


judgment will be according to knowledge and perfect 


und handing. Dy” 


3. Ir will be 3 Every work will be 


brought into judgment; thoſe deeds which men have 


entirely forgotten, and never imagined would be any _ 
| more con{.dered, ſhall be brought into judgment. 
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Public works and ſecret works ſhall be all ſtrictly 


ferutinized. The works of your miniſtry, my lords, 


will be tried at this general examination. They will 
be judged according to their truth or falſehood, de- 
ficiency or redundancy. Four fermons and religious 
diſcourſes ſhall undergo an exact and perfect inquiry. 
Whether they have been dictated according to the 
word of God, or have only been the efſuſions of epiſ. 
copal imagination, will be fully conſidered ; whether 
they have been the dreams of your own fancies, or tle 
doctrines winch the Lord hath commanded you to 
teach. This righteous Judge will ſtrictly enquire, 


whether you have ſmoothed your tongues, and pro- 


pheſied falfe dreams; impoſed the deciſions of the 
clergy upon the people, iuſtead of the written word of | 


the God of truth. 


Your work of confirmation will be brought into 
judgment; it will then be known whether this was a 


work of God, or a work of your own. Tt appears to 


many now a ſufpicious-hke work, as having no foun- 


dation in the divine word, though you declare that 
you received it from the apoſtles: but then it ſhall be 
clearly determined of what quality it is. Yow indeed 
fay, that you lay your hangs upon the heads of chil- 


dren, after the example of the apoſtles; but wherein 


do ye fulfil their example? They actually conferred 
the Holy Ghoſt upon thoſe who had believed, and 
made them partakers of an heavenly” gift, which you 


cannot confer; at leaſt, it never appears after you have 
impoſed your hands more than it did before, which 
creates a ſuſpicion in the minds of intelligent people, 
that this work of yours is only a ſaperſtitious invention 
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of your oπτ n. For what is it that you confer, 
which any other clergyman cannot as well beſtow? T 
am afraid, my lords, that. upon trial you will not be 
able to anſwer this plain queſtion. This work of 
yours. has all. the appearance of folema ſuperſtition. 


Were you as zealous in imitating the apoltles in all 


things, as in this one thing, there is much work which 
you neglect that you would ſind yourſelves obliged to 
perform. The apoſtles went every where preaching 
the word, and did not, like you, canfine their exerciſes 
to ſome particular occaſions: they preached: to the 


poor, and inſtructed the ignorant, and condeſcended 


to men of low degree; which is more than you even 


pretend to imitate them in. But your work muſt be 
tried, and then it will * whether you have Gone 


right or wr rang. 


Paus a. > conſecrating churches will be tried, 
You do not pretend to imitate the apoſtles in this ex- 


erciſe: this is purely a work of your own, and a moſt 
trifling work it. appears to be. What effect can all 


the mummery which you pronounce have upon the 


walls of a houſe, or upon the Dormitories of the dead? 


This looks ſo like Popery, that none, except the friends 


of the church of Rome, can pretend to vindicate it. 


It is an action without any moral reaſon, and can 


never in judgment abide the trial of an impartial Judge. 


Did it anſwer any good purpoſe for ſociety, or had it 
any foundation in the Divine word, there might be 
ſome hope that, in the general affize, it would at leaſt 


paſs without reprehenſion; but as it is a pure act of 


will-worſhip, it is impoſſible but it muſt be diſapprov- 
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ed. The ſolemnity with which you perform this ſo- 
lemn farce, would make ignorant people believe that 
eonſecration of churches was a very important thing. 
To ſee a lord ſpiritual with his clergy, proceeding in 
a grave proceſſion, to conſeerate a tabernacle of clay, 
would tempt one to believe that ſome very important 
thing was about to be performed, and that ſome di- 
vine or moral reaſons muſt require fuch an awful ſo- 
lemnity ;-—but when there are no landing fignatures 
of this conſecration remaining after the action; no 
peculiar glory or impreſſions of holineſs to be obſerved 
when his lordſhip retires; it muſt abate much the 
_ perſuaſion of the neceſſity thereof, in the minds of all 
judicious perſons. Were ſuch a ceremony required 
by any act of civil government, it might be pretended 
that it was done in obedience to the civil powers; but 
there is no act of the legiſlature for conſeerating 
churches. —And ſuppoſe there was ſome law concern- 
ing this act of will-worſhip, it would be a fin to obey 
it; becauſe no human law can oblige us to perform 
a religions action where there is no divine warrant. In 
matters of religion which reſpect the conſciences of 
men, no human law can interpoſe. In all civil mat- 
ters, good ſubje&s will obey the laws, and yield obe- 
dience to the powers that be; but in matters of rel:- 
g10n, as they are reſponſible to none but God Al- 
mighty, fo no human law can oblige them to perform 
what revelation has not declared to be their duty, 


Such ftrange works of will-worſhip, before the judg- 


ment ſeat of him who is the author of all true religious 
Inſtitutions, muſt certainly meet w ith the Wen di 
approbation. 
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Bur, my lords, your ſpiritual courts, and the 
works that are done there, will be brought into judg- 


ment. The moſt ſecret works of your proctors and 


chancellors will be laid open. 


Many ſtrange works 


are carried on in theſe arbitrary tribunals, which have 


rumed multit udes. 


Ir OY one half be true that is told of thoſe clergy : 


courts, againſt the day of judgment there will be a 
fad account to give in. The unjuſt fines, the un— 


zodly fentences, and unwarrantable indul;zences, which 


are paſſed in your inquiſitorial judicatories, will all 
be expoſed to open view, and righteous judgment g1V- 
en upon them. 


know any reaſon for, will be all fairly ſettled by the 


great Judge, when every work ſhall be revealed. | 


rh oUR parliamentary works will alſo be brought 
into judgment. "There is none now dare to call you 
to an account for what you do as lords ſpiritual in 
parliament ; you may vote as you pleafe, and deter- 
mine as you will, and none can hinder you; hut for 
all theſe things you ſhall be brought into eee 
and be made to EE an account. 


NO wks of clartty. (vill elle he be e 00 


light. Religious men, who poſſeſs ſuch large bene- 


fices, have it in their power to do much good to the 


needy and Jifireſed ; and your office and profeſſion 
obliges you to do good and communicate. Out of 
ten or twelve thouſand pounds, one thouſand every 


year may be cabily ſpared for the aſſiſtance of the poor 


and 
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and afflicted. We hear but little of your works of 
charity at preſent, and cannot tell how you diſpoſe 
of ſo much money, which is ſaid to be applied to pi- 
ous purpoſes; but every farthing thereof muſt, at 


laſt, be accounted for. I mention thoſe things, to 


put your lordſhips in mind of what is to happen; for 
you have ſo much worldly employments now, that 
you are in danger of forgetting the day of reckoning, 
According to our Saviour's account, works of cha- 
rity will be taken particular notice of, when all things 


ſhall be brought to judgment. I was an hungred, 


% and you gave me meat; I was thirſty, and you gare 


„ me drink;“ will, at that, day, be words worth the 
| Hearing. 


3 Ir: will be impartial judgment, the judge of all 
the earth will do right. At preſent we often ſee 
judgment perverted, and the poor man 's cauſe ne- 
glected. The intereſt of friends goes a great way in 


the judgments of this world; and if a man has many 
friends, and much intereſt, he may ſometimes have a 


verdi& in his favour, though his cauſe be none of thc 


beſt. But when God {hall bring every work into 
Judgment, he will judge according to truth, aad with 
infinite impartiality. Riches nor rank will then be 


regarded; biſhops and curates will be judged accord. 
ing to their works, and not according to the rank they 
have held in the church.“ And here, my. lords, | 


am afraid that your reverences will make a poor fi 
gure: The curates, as they have done the principal 
part of the work, will be moſt likely to have the chict 
rewards; and it will be certainly but juſtice that the) 
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mould. The impartial Judge of all men muſt certainly 


pay ſome regard to equity; and it would not be equit- 


able to give ſuch rewards to thoſe who have had their 
good things in this life, as to thoſe who have laboured 


hard, and have poſſeſſed almoſt nothing. You, per- 


haps, may think it hard judgment to perceive your 
curates and underlings preferred to their dignitaries: 

but you dare not ſay that there is any injuſtice or par- 
tiality in it. It is a grave thought, provided you had 
time to think; but matters of this ſort you too often 


put far away from your conſiderations. Biſhopricks, 


and large temporalities, may, in this life, through the 


intereſt of friends, and the partiality of the diſpoſers 


thereof, be obtained for perſons who are no ways de- 


terving of them; but when all matters are concluded, 
it will be otherwiſg, The divine judgment will be 


;mpartial ;—no tries of policy, nor force of bribes, 
will have any innuence upon the Almighty. Money, 
in your ſpiritual courts, will oftentimes carry a bad 
cauſe; and the influence of friends prevent deſerved 
puniſhments; when thoſe who are poor, and want in- 
tereſt, ſuffer for their iniquities to the full extent. 


Things will be managed otherwiſe at the general aſ- 
| ſize, when the merits of every cauſe will be firialy 
regarded, and thoſe, who have been deſerted in this 
world, find a friend that wil fuck taſter than a bro- 


ther, 


4. Ir vill be according to law. The Almight 
will not judge men's actions capriciouſly. My lords, 


you will have a fair trial. Men's works ſhall be tried 


| of what ſort they are; which ſuppoſes that there is 
R ſome 
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ſome law and rule by which they are judged. The 
law will be fairly laid open to every one. The books 
ſuall be opened, and thoſe that are tried ſhall be judg- - 
ed out of the things which are written in the books, 
No perfons will have occaſion to ſay, that they arc 
judged by laws winch they had no opportunity to 
know; for the word of God will be the rule of al! 
judgment. If men's works are agreeable to divine 
revelation, there is no fear that they will be condemn. 
ed on account of them; but all works of human in- 
vention, that have been ſubſtituted in the place of 
thoſe commanded in the divine word, will certainly be 
diſapproved. If the Almighty had intended that his 
ntional creatures ſhould walk according to their plea- 
{ure in any thing pertaining to the kingdom of Chritt, 
he would never have made it a crime to depart from 
thoſe poſitive rules which he hath given in ſcripture; 
but as be hath declared the written word ſufficient for 
all things relating to bis church, it is evident that all 
human contrivances are excluded. 
cal manceuvres of yours are according to the law of 
God revealed in his word, there is na doubt but they 
will be approved; but in caſe they are found contrary 
40 that divine rule, they will be condemned as unlaw- 
ful, and you yourſelves be in jeopardy. Whatſoever 
any perſons receive into their religious ſyſtem, which 
is not to be found in the book of divine laws, muſt 
be conſidered as evil works, becauſe it is received in 
deſpite of that complete rule of righteouſneſs. 


[1 
4 


Tux word of God will be a ſufficient rule for 
judging all things; and, with regard to what pertains 
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to your Lordſhips, you will find it competent. By 


this law your titles, offices, and behaviour, will be 
tried. If there is ſuch a title as lords ſpiritual in the 
en then your claim to this dignity will proba- 

ly be accepted, at leaſt you may be acquitted for aſ- 


ſuming it. But, provided that it is not to be found 
in the ſcripture, how will you look, my lords? Before 


the approach of this ſolemn day, let us try if we can 


find ſuch a title applied to men in religious offices. 
It may be of ſome ſervice to you to know the truth 


of this point, for the benefit of your own conſciences; 
for if ſuch titles are not to be found in ſcripture, you 
have now an opportunity to repent of aſſuming them, 
and may preſently give them up, with all their appen- 
dages; and, provided they are author iſed by divine 
authority, your conſciences may reſt at eaſe, and you 


may wait the day of trial with confidence and aſſur- | 
ance. The word of God gives the title of Lord to 


the Deity, to Kings, Huſbands, Maſters, and Propbets; 


| but all theſe characters are very different from that of 


Lord Spiritual. You are Lords in your own houſes, 


lords to your wives and ſervants; but you cannot be 
lords over the conſciences of either of them, nor can 


you lawfully receive titles of lordſhip for any religious 


character which you aſſume. In all the ſcripture 
there is no ſpiritual lord mentioned, except Jeſus 


Chriſt, who is lord of lords and King of kings. This 


title, as it is not to be found authoriſed in the book 
| of divine laws, you ought quickly to lay aſide, left 


the judgment of God come upon you unawares, and 


you be found guilty of aſſuming titles nagether con- 


ant to the law of God. : 
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As this dignity is not warranted in ſcripture, it i: 
reaſonable to ſuppoſe that Chriſtians ſhould not aſſume 
it; but if it is poſitively forbidden, it argues great 
guilt to claim honours prohibited by the word of the 
uviag God. In the kingdoms of this world the laws 


| ſet bounds and regulations to honorary titles, and no 


perſon is allowed to aſſume the titles which are due 
to others; and it muſt undoubtedly be criminal, ac- 
gording to the divine Jaw, for men to claim titles and 


| honours which are only due to the Son of God. If 


a temporal lord were to humble himſelf to be a mini- 
er of the goſpel, his office would not take from him 


the honours that are due to him as a temporal lord; 


but his religious office would add nothing to his lord- 
hip, but oblige him to reſign offices which his tem- 
poral character entitled him to exerciſe. There is no 


law under the goſpel for a miniſter of the word being 
a juſtice of the peace, or for any clergyman being a 
eivil magiſtrate. After carefully ſearching every page 
which has the ſmalleſt relation to thoſe matters, I have 
not been able to diſcover the moſt diſtant hint con- 


cerning the title of lord ſpiritual. If there is any 
tuch thing, it is incumbent upon your lordſhips to 
point it out, for your own credit. 


Tux law of God will be the rule of judging your 
office, and your power, as well as your titles. "Phere 
will be no occaſion to depart from the ſcriptures fot 
a law to judge of your office and power, as dioceſan 


biſhops. You pretend to authority from Jeſus Chrilt 
to rule over whole provinces; to convey the office of 


prieſthood in perpetual ſucceſſion ; to paſs cenſures 
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upon ſuch as tranſgreſs the canon law, or fail in point 
of obedience to the rules of the church; for all which 


aſſumed authority, you ought to produce fome war- 
rant from the word of God. 
now deſpiſe this divine rule, you may be affured, that, 
by this law, your whole behaviour ſhall at lait be 
tried. TI promiſed to make ſome practical improve- 
ment of this ſubject; but as the whole of the diſcourſe 
has been practical, I ſhall conc] ude, and ſay, Amen. 


But though you may 


SERMON 1X. 


: Kixos xvil. 27. And it came to paſs at noon, that 
Elijah mocked them, and ſaid, Cry aloud: for be is 
 @ god; either he is talking, or he is purſuing, or he is 
ma Journey, or per adventure he Ee, and myſt be 

awaked. 


TEE prophet Elijah ſeems to have been very merry 


on this occaſion, and makes very free with Baal and 
his prophets. It appears manifeſt from this paſſage, 
that it is no crime for grave men to laugh upon pro- 


per occaſions, and apply ridicule to things that are We 


| diculous. Though religion is one of the graveſt 


things in the world, yet when it is founded upon ab- 


furdity, and compoſed of ſuperſtitious fopperies, it is 
nothing more than an object of ridicule, I wonder 
K 3 much 
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much when Dr. Brown was correcting lord Shaftel. 


bury, that he did not fall foul upon the prophet Eli 
jah; for this ſarcaſtical prophet has made as free with 
the religion of Baal, and his prophets, as ever his 


- lordſhip did with the parfons, and the religion of the 


church of England. Elijah not only laughed at the 
prieſts, but even made free with their deity, w "I 


ſome perſons may think looked very like profa; ty; 
and to the prieſts of Baal it would, no doubt, appear 


very profane. It was well for the prophet that he did 


not live in the days of the Star-chamber, nor reſided 


within the reach of the Inquifition, or they would foon 


have fpoiled his mirth. It is a fad thing to laugh at 
the clergy, whatever religion they are of; for it is al- 
ways a fign of great mfidelity, and ſhews that the 
church is in danger. This prophet of the Lord, in 
8 ſome countries, would have paſt for an infidel, aud 
been ſtigmatized for a deiſt. He ought to have taken 
his own way, but not to have ridiculed other people's 


God and religion. It is a weak religion that « cannot, 
endure the teſt of aten. 


Tuxss 3 prophets of Baal had got inte 


favour with Ahab and his queen, and thought every 


thing became them. The prophets of the Lord wers 


Main, and baniſhed, becauſe they would not flatter the 


courtiers, and the miniſters of Ahab. None durſt 
appear in behalf of the true religion, except Elijah, 


who was a perſon of an intrepid diſpoſition, and ſeems 
alſo to have been a man of humour. Let none of the 


patrons of dulneſs and ſuperſtition exclaim againſt 


treating religious ſubjeQts i ina roms and humorous 
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männer, when we have ſuch a good pattern for the 


practice. The prophet here has ſet us a fine example 
for the practice of ridicule with regard to religious 
ſubjects, and 1 eligious perſons. 


Hear it may bc neceſſary to conſi dis the nature of 


* this ridicule, which the prophet Elijah practiſed a- 
gainſt the prophets of Baal; and, fecondly, to enquire, 
Whether or not it is the teſt of truth, or how far it 5 


it tends to diſcover falſehood, 


1. Tus nature of this ridicule will more ck be 
inveſtigated by conſidering the objects thereof. 


And there are three things in the text which the pro- 
phet brings to the ſtandard of ridicule. The object 
of that new national worſhip, Baal;—the worſhip it- 


felf;—the worſhippers, the prophets of Baal ;—and 
the manner of their worſhup. 


Tux obje& of that new national worſhip, Baal. 
He is a god; or, as the Hebrew reads, Seeing he is a 


| god cry aloud. There is more meant than meets the 
ear in theſe words. The prophet was not fo rude and 


unmannerly as to tell theſe clergymen that Baal was a 
dzzmon, though he plainly means as much: nor does 
he affirm that he was a true deity ; for then he would 
have told a falſchood :—but argues upon their own 
principles, and addreffes them upon that ſuppoſition 


which their practice fuggeſted. Seeing he is a god, . 
and you conſider him as ſuch, try your influetice with 


ende and make him youve his divinity, This is moſt 
terrible 
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terribly ſevere, and yet incomparably delicate. Thie 
actions which Elijah attributes to this falſe object of 
worſhip carries the degree of ridicule to the higheſt 
point. Perhaps he is talking, —and cannot hear you 


through the hurry of converſation. To ſuppoſe x 
deity ſo embarraſfed with converſation, as not to hear 
the prayers of his ambaſſadors, is to make him a per. 
fect demon. This is a curious climax which the pro- 
phet uſes. He begins with one of thoſe common ac- 
tions which hinders men from attending to petitions, 
the noiſe and hurry of converſation, and hereby brings 
Baal down to the level of a finite creature yea, he 
makes him an impertinent babbler, who, when he Was 
engaged i in one ſubject, could take notice of nothing 
; elſe, But he adds, or, he i 15 purſuing. — Intent upon 
a victory, and mult have his attention called off from 
ſo ſerious an action. before he will hear you. Elijah 
makes Baal truly heathen 5 he gives him the character 
of Mars, the god of war, whom the heathens brought 
in for their aſſiſtance in time of battle; Thoſe pro- 
phets muſt have been very ſtupid not to perceive when 
their god was treated like a devil; for this ſarcaſticel 
prophet undeifies them altogether. Or he is in a jour- 
ney. Now he is diveſted of both omniſcience and omn!- 
preſence. The prophet poſitively hints that he could 
not be everywhere; when he was purſuing, and in a 
journey, he could not hear the prayers of his prophets. 
This was bringing him down very low; but hz 
adds, or peradventure he [leepeth, and muſl be awwaed. 
Now his godſbip is in a doſe, and taking a nap. The 
images are e naturally abe dne for firſt, he is con- 

| ered 
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ſidered as talking extravagantly,—then purſuing, 


| afterwards in a journey,—and at laſt, he falls aſleep. 


Eilan could not have more ſeverely fatirized the 
deity of theſe prophets, ſuppoſing he had expreſsly 
given him all the bad epithets in the Hebrew language. 
The falſe prophets could not decently be offended at 
him for treating their God in this manner; for their 


own behaviour ſuggeſted the ideas which he expreſſes. 


Beſides, as this was a comparative trial between the 


God of Iſrael and this falſe deity, the event was moſt 
likely to try the force of the ridicule; and the experi- 
ment, which was now begun, would in all probability 


determine what was truth or falſehood in the matter 
in controverſy, The man who laughs at an abſurd 
character, even ſuppoſe it ſhould be annexed to a deity, 
| does not ridicule a divine name, but ridicules the ima- 


ginary fancies of ſuperſtitious minds. It would be no 


reflection upon the character of God Almighty, for a 
; Chriſtian to laugh at a god made of a wafer, though 
a good catholic might account it profane. It is im- 
poſſible for any perſon who has the leaſt riſibility to be 
grave in treating ſuch unnatural and abſurd opinions. 


If any grave man fhould ſolemnly tell me, that the 


God of the univerfe took pleaſure in a Chriſtian's 
logging himſelf for his ſins, I could not help ſmiling | 
at him; but if he told me further, that it was efſen- 
tial to his ideas of his character, I ſhould certainly 


laugh very heartily at both him and the deity which 


he worfhipped.— And I ſhould certainly do no | 
wore than the prophet Elijah did in the caſe before 
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Tar prophet next ridicules the worſhippers of Baal. 


They had called upon this idol from morning till noon, 


and they were ſtill where they were. He had paid ng 


attention to their prayers, nor ſhewed the ſmalleſt ſign 


of regard to them. Elijah deſires them to cry louder; 


this implied that there was ſome defect in their per. 
formance. They worſhipped their god as if he had 


been deaf; and the prophet makes merry with their 
- abſurd notion of being heard by their idol for their 


much ſpeaks ng. 


Tas prophet's addreſs to thoſe fuperſtitious Baal- 


ites is truly ironical and ſarcaſtic. Cry aloud, ſays he, 
when they were crying as loud as they were able, and 
cutting themſelves with knives till the blood guſhed 
out. There cannot be any thing more ſatirical than 

to deſire a perſon to exert himſelf when he is at his 
ne plus ultra, and can do no more. One would have 


thought that Elijah might have paid ſome regard to 


the prophets of Baal, and conſidered, that though 


they differed from him, they might mean well in their 
own way. Abſurdity may be tolerated, and its vota- 
ries preſerved from the influence of penal laws; but it 


never can have the privilege of being free from the 


edge of ridicule. Even grave men muſt laugh at what 
is unnatural and abſurd; and they cannot help it, pro- 


vided they have any humour in them at all. Elijah, 
as grave as he was, was obliged to laugh at thoſe mad 


Prophets. 


Turi manner of worſhip was truly ridiculous; 
their odd eee their; jumping upon the altar, 
and 
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ard cutting themſelves with knives, and ſhouting like 
madmen, muſt have afforded a ſtrange aſpect. The 
men were called prophets too,—and were a ſort of iy 
of the ſervants of the lord; they were the queen's 
clergy, and the favourites of the court. It was highly 
. to find that thoſe court clergy ſhould have fo 

them to conence over their deity, and ſtill more ſo for 


little inftucelve thaßt an idol. could 5 divine 
works, 


Tux object of all this ridicule we find is abſurdity; 
—the abſurdity of the object of worſhip ;—the wor- 
uppers ;—and their manner of worſhip. 


Ly us now fee how far ridicule is the tel of 
truth. 


Wu men make merry with truth, the laugh al- 
ways goes againſt them. — Let us ſuppoſe that the 
prophets of Baal had tried their ridicule upon Llijall 


and the God of Iftae}, it would not have been long 


before their mirth would have been ſpoiled; the trial 


would have decided the controverſy, and the ge 
zone upon the other ſide. 


Trove x ridicule is not the method to inveſtigate 


truth; yet it diſtinguiſhes it from falſehood upon trial, 


and he who attempts to render truth ridiculous, will 
at beſt but expoſe himſelf. The friends of error ge- 
nerally betray themſelves by feeling pain, when the 
weapon of ſatire is employed againſt them; whereas 
thole who ate conſcious of the truth of their cauſe, 
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remain eaſy, and perfectly compoſed when fools laugh 


at them. Truth is like beauty, it retorts ridicule upon 
thoſe who attempt to throw reproach upon it. 


Uron the whole, we may ſee from the practice of J 


Elijah, that it is lawful to treat religious men and 
things with ridicule when they deſerve it; and that 


good humour and a grave character are not incon- 


fiſtent with one another. Elijah was a grave man, and 


yet he makes uſe of good humour in the caſe before : 


us, and applies ridicule to a very grave ſubject. 


Let none of their reverences exclaim againſt the free. 
dom which is uſed with the ſuſpicious part of their W 


character. If their is nothing abſurd about them, 


Zatre will not affect them. 


